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Notices and updates    
 

Church opening 
The church will be open weekdays from 10am – 4pm commencing Monday 27th September. You are 
most welcome to come into the church to spend some quiet, reflective time there, to pray and to 
light a candle, if you wish. 

        
Harvest Festival 
Thank you for all the donations so far. We are collecting for Gloucester Foodbank; if you wish to 
make any harvest donations, please bring them to the church office by Monday 11th October. 
 

Items Gloucester Foodbank are in need of : 
 

TINNED FRUIT (URGENT) - TINNED CUSTARD - TINNED SPAGHETTI - TINNED VEGETABLES - TINNED 
TOMATOES - TINNED POTATOES - JARS OF PASTA SAUCE - TINNED RICE PUDDING - TOOTHBRUSHES 
(SINGLE) & TOOTHPASTE - DEODORANT (URGENT) - SHAMPOO (URGENT) - TOILET ROLLS - BARS OF SOAP 
 

Many thanks. 
 

Training Day for Spiritual Care 
There is a training day for Spiritual Care for Older People 16th October 9.30am-  3.30pm at St. John’s 
Evangelist, Churchdown. For more information contact St. John’s Church office: 01452 855553 | 
office@stjohnschurchdown.org.uk 
 

Keep connected with each other and with God. 
 

 
 
As we express our joys and concerns to God this week...  
 
Let us be thankful and pray for our Parish and Borough Councillors. 
 
Let us pray for all those that mourn in the community. 
 
Let us pray for God’s blessings on Betty and Matthew who are to be married at St George’s this 
month. May love and laughter fill your hearts and your home for all the days of your lives. 
 
Let us pray for healing and wholeness in mind, body and spirit for Heidi, Jean Corless and Bob 
Mawson; pray they would know and experience the peace, presence and comfort of Jesus.  
 
Let us pray for the family and friends of Pauline Short, Les Roberts, Ronald Baggus, Alison Morgan, 
Stanley Montague and Ronald Jones; pray they would know and experience the peace, presence 
and comfort of Jesus.  

 
 

 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
mailto:office@stjohnschurchdown.org.uk
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(The Nineteenth Sunday After Trinity) 

 
 

We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
 

Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
219 Give Thanks with a Grateful heart. 

 
 

We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world. The word was made flesh 

and dwelt among us … and we beheld his glory.  
 

Almighty God,  

To whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known,  
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you,  
And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

 
Gathering our thoughts, we remember and confess: 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
And with all your strength.’ 
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment greater than these.  
On these two commandments  
Hang all the law and the prophets.  
 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=047xtru0ZR0
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Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen. 
 

 
 

May almighty God have mercy on us and forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life.  Amen. 
 
 

Take a few moments to sit and think about receiving that unconditional offering of 
forgiveness through grace.  
 
 

Collect 
Faithful Lord, 
whose steadfast love never ceases 
and whose mercies never come to an end: 
grant us the grace to trust you 
and to receive the gifts of your love, 
new every morning, 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
Reading: Job 23:1-9,16-17 (ESV) 

Job Replies: Where Is God? 

Then Job answered and said: 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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2 “Today also my complaint is bitter;[a] 
    my hand is heavy on account of my groaning. 
3 Oh, that I knew where I might find him, 
    that I might come even to his seat! 
4 I would lay my case before him 
    and fill my mouth with arguments. 
5 I would know what he would answer me 
    and understand what he would say to me. 
6 Would he contend with me in the greatness of his power? 
    No; he would pay attention to me. 
7 There an upright man could argue with him, 
    and I would be acquitted forever by my judge. 
8 “Behold, I go forward, but he is not there, 
    and backward, but I do not perceive him; 
9 on the left hand when he is working, I do not behold him; 
    he turns to the right hand, but I do not see him. 
God has made my heart faint; 
    the Almighty has terrified me; 
17 yet I am not silenced because of the darkness, 
    nor because thick darkness covers my face. 
 
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 10:17-31 (ESV) 

The Rich Young Man 

And as he was setting out on his journey, a man ran up and knelt before him and 
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 And Jesus said to 
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good except God alone. 19 You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not murder, Do not commit adultery, Do not steal, Do not bear 
false witness, Do not defraud, Honor your father and mother.’” 20 And he said to him, 
“Teacher, all these I have kept from my youth.” 21 And Jesus, looking at him, loved 
him, and said to him, “You lack one thing: go, sell all that you have and give to the 
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow me.” 22 Disheartened by 
the saying, he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions. 

And Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How difficult it will be for those 
who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were amazed at 
his words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how difficult it is[b] to enter the 
kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=job+23&version=ESV#fen-ESV-13422a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24606b
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a rich person to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 And they were exceedingly astonished, 
and said to him,[c] “Then who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “With 
man it is impossible, but not with God. For all things are possible with God.” 28 Peter 
began to say to him, “See, we have left everything and followed you.” 29 Jesus 
said, “Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or 
mother or father or children or lands, for my sake and for the gospel, 30 who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and brothers and sisters and mothers 
and children and lands, with persecutions, and in the age to come eternal 
life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last first.” 

We can explore our bible readings and how we can apply this to our day to day lives. 

Unconditional 

John 3:16 tells us the ‘Good News’ of Christianity in a clear, simple way: ‘For God 
so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life’ (ESV).  

We know that Jesus gave His life to repair our relationship with God, so that we can 
live with Him forever. No matter what we do, our relationship with God covers us 
and gives us that ‘eternal life’. But that doesn’t mean that we should do whatever we 
can get away with and assume that God will fix it.  

In 2 Corinthians 5:9-10, Paul writes that ‘our goal is to please him. For we must all 
stand before Christ to be judged. We will each receive whatever we deserve for the 
good or evil we have done in this earthly body’ (NLT). So we know that what we 
do does matter. How, then, does that sit alongside Jesus saving us 
unconditionally?  

The Bible says, ‘No one can lay any foundation other than the one we already have – 
Jesus Christ’ (1 Corinthians 3:11 NLT). This reminds us that it really does come 
back to Jesus. Nothing can change the foundational truth that He has saved our 
relationship with God. Verses 12 to 15 go on to explain: ‘Anyone who builds on that 
foundation may use a variety of materials – gold, silver, jewels, wood, hay, or straw.  

But on the judgment day, fire will reveal what kind of work each builder has done. 
The fire will show if a person’s work has any value. If the work survives, that builder 
will receive a reward. But if the work is burned up, the builder will suffer great loss. 
The builder will be saved, but like someone barely escaping through a wall of 
flames’ (NLT). God’s forgiveness is the foundation that won’t change, but 
He does care what we build on top of it. 

 
 

 
 

Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
66 Be Thou My Vision 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+10&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24608c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Whvfhdg3qw0&t=46s
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Let us declare our faith with confidence: 
 

 

We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus!   
Amen. 
 
 

We pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
556 - O Jesus I have promised  
 
Numbers 6:24-26   May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.  
May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace. 

 
Our worship has ended, but our service now begins. Let us go in peace to love and 
serve the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWRcAa-nFIA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bWRcAa-nFIA

