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Notices and updates     
 

Church opening 
The church will be open weekdays from 10am – 4pm commencing Monday 27th September. You are 
most welcome to come into the church to spend some quiet, reflective time there, to pray and to 
light a candle, if you wish. 

        
Harvest Festival 
 
 
 
 
Harvest Festival will be celebrated in church on Sunday 3rd October at 9.ooam. We are collecting for 
Gloucester Foodbank this year, so if you wish to make any harvest donations, please bring them to 
the church office by Monday 11th October.   
ITEMS GLOUCESTER FOODBANK ARE IN NEED OF: 
TINNED FRUIT (URGENT) - TINNED CUSTARD - TINNED SPAGHETTI - TINNED VEGETABLES - TINNED 
TOMATOES - TINNED POTATOES - JARS OF PASTA SAUCE - TINNED RICE PUDDING - TOOTHBRUSHES 
(SINGLE) & TOOTHPASTE - DEODORANT (URGENT) - SHAMPOO (URGENT) - TOILET ROLLS - BARS OF SOAP 

Many thanks. 

 
Training Day for Spiritual Care 
There is a training day for Spiritual Care for Older People 16th October 9.30am-  3.30pm at St. John’s 
Evangelist, Churchdown. For more information contact St. John’s Church office: 01452 855553 | 
office@stjohnschurchdown.org.uk 
 

Keep connected with each other and with God. 
 

 
As we express our joys and concerns to God this week...  
 
Let us be thankful and pray for the families of our church. 
 
Let us pray for any who are considering their vocation within the church. 
 
Let us pray for God’s blessings on Jamie & Jemma, married at St George’s yesterday. Also, Edward 
& Louise who have had their marriage blessed this month. May love and laughter fill your hearts 
and your homes for all the days of your lives. 
 
Let us pray for healing and wholeness in mind, body and spirit for Heidi, Jean Corless and Bob 
Mawson; pray they would know and experience the peace, presence and comfort of Jesus.  
 
Let us pray for the family and friends of Alison Morgan, Stanley Montague and Roy Lutman; pray 
they would know and experience the peace, presence and comfort of Jesus.  
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
mailto:office@stjohnschurchdown.org.uk
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The Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity 
 
 

We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
801 We Plough the Fields and Scatter  

 
 

We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world. The word was made flesh 

and dwelt among us … and we beheld his glory. 

 

Almighty God,  
To whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known,  
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you,  
And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 

 
Gathering our thoughts, we remember and confess: 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
And with all your strength.’ 
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment greater than these.  
On these two commandments  
Hang all the law and the prophets.  
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ccVEjKFkAV4
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in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God.  
Amen. 
 

 
 

May almighty God have mercy on us and forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life.  Amen. 
 
 

Take a few moments to sit and think about receiving that unconditional offering of 
forgiveness through grace.  
 
 

Collect 
Gracious God, 
you call us to fullness of life: 
deliver us from unbelief 
and banish our anxieties 
with the liberating love of Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
 
Reading: Esther 7:1-6,9,10 & 9:20-22 (ESV) 
 

So the king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. 2 And on the second day, 
as they were drinking wine after the feast, the king again said to Esther, “What is your 
wish, Queen Esther? It shall be granted you. And what is your request? Even to the 
half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 3 Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have 
found favor in your sight, O king, and if it please the king, let my life be granted me 
for my wish, and my people for my request. 4 For we have been sold, I and my 
people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had been sold 
merely as slaves, men and women, I would have been silent, for our affliction is not 
to be compared with the loss to the king.” 5 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who has dared[a] to do this?” 6 And Esther said, “A 
foe and enemy! This wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and 
the queen. 
 

Haman Is Hanged 
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Moreover, the 
gallows[b] that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, is 
standing at Haman's house, fifty cubits[c] high.” And the king said, “Hang him on 
that.” 10 So they hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai. Then the wrath of the king abated. 
 

The Feast of Purim Inaugurated 
 And Mordecai recorded these things and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all 
the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, 21 obliging them to keep the 
fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same, year by 
year, 22 as the days on which the Jews got relief from their enemies, and as the month 
that had been turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a 
holiday; that they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending 
gifts of food to one another and gifts to the poor. 
 
Gospel Reading: Mark 9:38-50 (ESV) 
 

Anyone Not Against Us Is for Us 

 John said to him, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your 
name,[f] and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” 39 But Jesus 
said, “Do not stop him, for no one who does a mighty work in my name will be able 
soon afterward to speak evil of me. 40 For the one who is not against us is for us. 41 For 
truly, I say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you belong to 
Christ will by no means lose his reward. 
 

Temptations to Sin 
“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin,[g] it would be 
better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck and he were thrown 
into the sea. 43 And if your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter 
life crippled than with two hands to go to hell,[h] to the unquenchable fire.[i] 45 And if 
your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you to enter life lame than with 
two feet to be thrown into hell. 47 And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it out. It is 
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than with two eyes to be 
thrown into hell, 48 ‘where their worm does not die and the fire is not 
quenched.’ 49 For everyone will be salted with fire.[j] 50 Salt is good, but if the salt has 
lost its saltiness, how will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at 
peace with one another.” 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12813a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12817b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=esther+7&version=ESV#fen-ESV-12817c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24572f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24576g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24577h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24577i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24581j
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We can explore our bible readings and how we can apply this to our day to day lives. 
 

‘Everyone abandoned me…But the Lord stood with me.’ 
2 Timothy 4:16-17 NLT 

When someone we care about walks out of our life, a parent leaves, or a relationship 
ends, it hurts deeply.  

Even Paul wasn’t exempt from the pain of loss. Here are some of his last words: 
‘Timothy, please come as soon as you can. Demas has deserted me…Only Luke is with 
me. Bring Mark with you when you come, for he will be helpful to me…Alexander the 
coppersmith did me much harm…The first time I was brought before the judge, no 
one came with me. Everyone abandoned me…But the Lord stood with me and gave 
me strength…he rescued me from certain death. Yes, and the Lord will deliver me 
from every evil attack and bring me safely into his heavenly Kingdom’ (vv. 9-18 NLT).  

The fact is, we can survive without others but we can‘t survive without God. That’s 
why He sometimes strips away things that make us dependent on people. He sends 
certain individuals into our lives to help build our faith and develop our character, and 
when they’re gone, to leave us with the assurance that He is still in control.  

When we lose someone we care about, for any reason, God can use it to: 1) develop 
our reliance on Him; 2) test our resilience; 3) help us discover His power. When Moses 
died and Joshua was left in charge, God told him, ‘As I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you’ (Joshua 1:5 NKJV). That’s something Joshua couldn’t have learned while 
Moses was still in the picture.  

We can’t always be looking to someone else for answers. At some point, we’ll need 
to turn to God and let Him speak wisdom and peace into whatever is troubling us. 

 
 
 

 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
387  Jesus is Lord, creation's voice proclaims it 
 
 
 

Let us declare our faith with confidence: 
 

 

We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8HHYt40whHQ
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We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus!   
Amen. 
 
 

We pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
195  For The Beauty Of The Earth  
  
 

 
 
Numbers 6:24-26   May the LORD bless you and protect you.  

May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.  
May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace. 
 
 
 
 

 
Our worship has ended, but our service now begins. Let us go in peace to love and 
serve the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTcJ_SQruhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTcJ_SQruhE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TTcJ_SQruhE

