
 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people” – Matthew 4:19 

 
St. George’s, Brockworth Sunday 9th May 2021  

 

1 

 

Notices and updates 
 

Worship 
Please contact the Church Office (by 11.30am on a Friday) to reserve your place for Sunday Services 
(you no longer need to reserve a place for the Wednesday Communion) and ensure you receive 
confirmation that a place has been reserved for you. Please note new email address. 
 

Email: admin@stgeorgesbrockworth.org  Tel: 01452 550554.  
Please ensure you wear a face covering to any service. 
 
Spring Fair – Saturday 15th May 2pm – 4pm in St George’s Church Centre car park 
Preserves – Produce – Cakes – Bric-a-brac – Plants – Glass/China – Refreshments  
Please wear a face covering and adhere to social distancing guidelines. 
 
Keep connected with each other & with God. 
 

 

End of Notices and updates 

 

 
As we express our concerns & joys to God this week...  
 
…let us be thankful and pray for those serving our community through their work: our church bell 
ringers, church flower ladies, church cleaners, brass polishers and those that care for the churchyard 
and parish cemetery. 
 
…and let us pray for the families of our church and the safety and wellbeing of those who are visiting 
Brockworth; help all of us to share the love you have so generously shared with us. 
 

 
The Sixth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
I, the Lord of sea and sky 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
mailto:admin@stgeorgesbrockworth.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2zr9SMm1glI
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We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world. The word was made flesh 

and dwelt among us … and we beheld his glory. 

 

Almighty God,  
To whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known,  
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you,  
And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
 

Gathering our thoughts, we remember and confess: 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
And with all your strength.’ 
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment greater than these.  
On these two commandments  
Hang all the law and the prophets.  
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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May almighty God have mercy on us and forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life.  Amen. 
 

 
Take a few moments to sit and think about receiving that unconditional offering of 
forgiveness through grace.  
 

 
Collect 
Risen Christ, 
by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: 
help your Church to obey your command 
and draw the nations to the fire of your love, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 

 
Reading: Acts 10:44-48 (ESV) 
The Holy Spirit Falls on the Gentiles 
While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the 
word. And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. For 
they were hearing them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter 
declared, “Can anyone withhold water for baptizing these people, who have received 
the Holy Spirit just as we have?” And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to remain for some days. 
 

Gospel Reading: John 15:9-17 (ESV) 
I Am the True Vine 
As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Abide in my love. If you keep my 
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father's 
commandments and abide in his love. These things I have spoken to you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full. 
 

“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, for the 
servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all 
that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear fruit and that your 
fruit should abide, so that whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to 
you. These things I command you, so that you will love one another”. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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Mike explores our bible readings and how we can apply this to our day to day lives. 
 

Last week’s story focusing on vines, branches, and fruit sets the stage for verses 9-17. 
The idea taught in v4, “Remain in me”, is echoed in v9, “Remain in my love”, and 
everything begins with the Father. In verses 1-8 Jesus told us that the Father is the 
vine-grower, Jesus is the vine, and we are the branches. This theme continues in v9, 
“As the Father has loved me, so have I love you. Abide in my love”. This consistent 
message of unity and connectedness is a theme running through the wider narrative 
of John:  

 
John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God  

 
John 10:30 I and the Father are one  

 
Short before his death, Jesus prayed that the disciples “may be one, even as we are” 
John 17:11,22 

 
There are two frequently used words in the verses: love and commands, but the 
dominant emphasis is love. Love begins with the Father and flows through the Son to 
the disciples. It is dependent on obedience: obedience to commandments. 
 
v10 if you keep my commandments, you will remain in my love, even as I have kept 
my Father’s commandments and remain in his love”  
 
Jesus provides us with a model of obedience through staying connected and loving 
the Father. He has come to do the will of the one who sent him. He does the Father’s 
will so that the world might know that he loves the Father, 14:31 “but I do as the 
Father has commanded me, so that the world may know that I love the Father”. When 
we do things in opposition to God’s commands, when we don’t love, when we gossip, 
judge, speak harshly, or discriminate, we are not showing love. The commandments 
Jesus is keeping are the commandments given by God to his chosen people, Israel, in 
Exodus 20. These were a set of markers that uniquely identified and set apart Israel 
from all nations to be the chosen a people of God. A nation protected, provided, and 
cared for by God. Israel, and then Jesus, was the expression of God’s constant and 
boundless love. 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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In v12, the ‘commandments’ of v10 are reduced to just one ‘commandment’: love 
one another as Jesus has loved you. A person who loves needs no commandment not 
to steal or kill. 
 
Mark 12:28–31 And one of the scribes came up and heard them disputing with one 
another, and seeing that he answered them well, asked him, “Which commandment 
is the most important of all?” Jesus answered, “The most important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The 
second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other 
commandment greater than these.” 
 
A commandment and prayer brought forward from Deut 6:4,5. The command from 
Jesus to love. Love God, with everything you have, with your heart, soul, strength, 
wallet, words …all aspects of our lives. 
 
If we imagine a swimming pool with the water representing God’s love. We are 
encouraged (commanded) to jump in! When we take that step of faith and fully 
commit ourselves to loving God with all our lives, we find ourselves in a new and 
different world: refreshing, comforting, quiet, cut off from the noise and distractions 
of the world and our lives.  
 
However, Jesus knew we would find it hard to love with all our heart, soul, mind, and 
strength. So, when we are in that position of struggling to love someone, or struggling 
to understand the power of God’s love, imagine Jesus walking out of the tomb and 
coming directly to you, he looks you in the face and says, “that was for you, because 
I love you”.  
 
How does knowing that we can connect to a limitless source of love and grace, change 
the way we conduct ourselves with our family or neighbour, in the supermarket, 
driving the car, or at work? 

 
 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
O Jesus, I have promised  
 
 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=svgHDdzP5xY
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Let us declare our faith with confidence: 
 

We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
 
Sarah leads us as we pray for the needs of the world, the church, and for our family, 
friends & neighbours. Use these prayers to help inspire and encourage your own 
prayers this week. 
 
Thank you for our community of faith here at St George’s and all of those who so 
lovingly serve and care for each other and the church community as a whole. Thank 
you for all of the stewards each week in church, for the flower ladies, the readers, the 
retired clergy who support and give of their time. Thank you for Karen in the church 
office who organises and manages so much to help in the smooth running of the 
church and its ministry. Thank you for Rich and his technical skills helping the wider 
community to be part of our service. Thank you for all those who read and pray and 
in church and the bell ringers for the joy they bring to so many. 
 
Thank you we have so many serving in the life of this church, thank you for each and 
every person, whatever they do we are truly thankful and pray we would all work 
together for your glory. 
 
Lord we pray for those who are in need, please help us to see them and help us to be 
your eyes and ears to all those who you are prompting us to encourage and walk 
alongside. Lord let us always  remember them in our prayers and in our actions.  
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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Lord we lift those who are sick and unwell and in need of a miracle, we individually 
lift them to you now as we have a moment of silence. 
 
Lord please help all those in trouble, all of those caught up in the atrocities of war and 
suffering, please have mercy on each and every individual we thank you for all the aid 
organisations, the Red Cross, Christian aid , compassion to name a few. Please help 
these to be well supported and reach those in need. 
 
Lord, we pray for the crisis in India. Please bring relief to this country and we pray for 
the provisions they need, we pray for the medics and all those desperately helping in 
every way they can. Please help all those affected and we pray for hope, faith and 
mercy in all of this. 
 
Lord we pray for the week ahead please give our leaders integrity, wisdom and 
courage, please help us to show love to our friends, colleagues, families and 
neighbours help us to be your hands wherever we are. 
 
 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 
 
We pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
What a friend we have in Jesus  
 
 

Numbers 6:24-26   May the LORD bless you and protect you.  
May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.  
May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace. 
 

 
Our worship has ended, but our service now begins. Let us go in peace to love and 
serve the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pLb96KDkJys

