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Notices and updates 
 

Future worship. 
Alleluia! We have now returned to worship together on a Wednesday for the 9.30am Communion 
in the Church Centre, the 9.00am Communion Worship Service in church on a Sunday and the 
10.30am Family Worship Service in the Church Centre on a Sunday, also. Please contact the Church 
Office to reserve your place for future Sunday Services (you no longer need to reserve a place for 
the Wednesday Communion).  
 

Email: churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk  Tel: 01452 550554.  
Please ensure you wear a face covering to any service. 
 
Please pray for Chris and Lorraine Hickson, as Chris recovers from scheduled surgery. 
 
Keep connected with each other & with God. 
 

 

End of Notices and updates 

 

 
As we express our concerns & joys to God this week...  
 
…let us be thankful and pray for those serving our community through their work; our Parish and 
Borough Councillors, our Parish, Borough and Church administrators and the members of the PCC 
(Parochial Church Council). 
 
…and let us pray for those being married at St George’s this year; may they have the special day 
they planned for and may they have a lifetime of loving, honouring and treasuring one another.  
 

 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

We worship in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
Immortal, invisible, God only wise 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
mailto:churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=spE-BE23qxA
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We meet to celebrate the coming of Christ into the world. The word was made flesh 

and dwelt among us … and we beheld his glory. 

 

Almighty God,  
To whom all hearts are open,  
All desires known,  
And from whom no secrets are hidden: 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
By the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
That we may perfectly love you,  
And worthily magnify your holy name; 
Through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  
 
 

Gathering our thoughts, we remember and confess: 
 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said; 
The first commandment is this; 
‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 
You shall love the Lord your God 
With all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind 
And with all your strength.’ 
The second is this, ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’  
There is no other commandment greater than these.  
On these two commandments  
Hang all the law and the prophets.  
 

Most merciful God, 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
we confess that we have sinned 
in thought, word and deed. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart. 
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
In your mercy 
forgive what we have been, 
help us to amend what we are, 
and direct what we shall be; 
that we may do justly, 
love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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May almighty God have mercy on us and forgive us our sins and bring us to everlasting 
life.  Amen. 
 
 
Take a few moments to sit and think about receiving that unconditional offering of 
forgiveness through grace.  
 
 
Collect 
Risen Christ, 
your wounds declare your love for the world 
and the wonder of your risen life: 
give us compassion and courage 
to risk ourselves for those we serve, 
to the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
 
 
Reading: Acts 8:26-40 (ESV) 
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. And he rose and went. 
And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure.  

He had come to Jerusalem to worship  and was returning, seated in his chariot, and 
he was reading the prophet Isaiah. And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.” So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, 
“Do you understand what you are reading?” And he said, “How can I, unless 
someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.  

Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this: 

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is silent,  
 so he opens not his mouth. In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can  
describe his generation? For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 
And the eunuch said to Philip, “About whom, I ask you, does the prophet say this, 
about himself or about someone else?” Then Philip opened his mouth and beginning 
with this Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus. And as they were going 
along the road they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “See, here is 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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water! What prevents me from being baptized?” And he commanded the chariot to 
stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized 
him. And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip 
away, and the eunuch saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip 
found himself at Azotus, and as he passed through he preached the gospel to all the 
towns until he came to Caesarea. 

Gospel Reading: John 15:1-8 (ESV) 
I Am the True Vine 
 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinedresser. Every branch in me that does 
not bear fruit he takes away, and every branch that does bear fruit he prunes, that it 
may bear more fruit. Already you are clean because of the word that I have spoken to 
you. Abide in me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it 
abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in me.   
 

I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is 
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. If anyone does not abide 
in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, 
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. By this my Father is glorified, that 
you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples”. 
 
 

 
Mike explores our bible readings and how we can apply this to our day to day lives. 
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 20th Century theologian, Pastor, and anti-Nazi dissident, as he 
discipled young church leaders in Germany as Hitler was ascending to power taught 
that only a life connected to God would produce fruit in our lives, only God can 
produce the fruit. In an extremely volatile, and oppressive environment as Hitler’s 
Germany, Bonhoeffer was suggesting that the young Christian church leaders could 
bear fruit, as long as they stayed connected to God. The fruit in our lives is not a 
product of what we do, or say, or dependent on those people or circumstances 
around us, it is dependent only on a life with God.   
 
From our passage, we can see connections, relationships and order: vines are 
connected to the branches, which are connected to the fruit, and all this is overseen 
and cared for by the vinedresser (Creator God). The vine (Jesus) is connected to the 
branches (humanity), which is connected to the fruit (our actions and conversations), 
and all cared for by the vinedresser. The image of the vine, fruit, and garden should 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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draw our imaginations back to Eden. Eden was the perfect garden, with the perfect 
relationship and order between Creator and creation.  
 
Jesus through this story is showing us how to regain that order and relationship. There 
are a couple of questions we can ask ourselves to help us deepen and nurture that 
connection. Are we healthy? In v2 we read that, “every branch that does not bear 
fruit he takes away”.  
 
We need to be mindful, and sensitive as we read this verse as it can lead us to draw a 
false conclusion: what I do, the meetings I attend, the work for the church I do, all 
keep me busy and therefore surely, I am being fruitful. 
 
We must always resist the sense of achievement that exchanges business for 
fruitfulness. Business is attractive because we generally see rewards for our efforts. 
The season of fruit of a tree is seen in a very short period of weeks in the year, the 
rest of the time is taken with growing, essential for continued life.  
 
However, we also read that even branches that do bear fruit v2, “he prunes”! Pruning 
has a purpose: short term pain results in long term benefit. We can all go through 
periods in our lives where nothing “good” seems to come from our efforts, but that 
does not mean that God has given up on us, ignoring or punishing us. God is not 
punishing you; Jesus received all the punishment so that we wouldn’t have to.  
 
Our creator, the vinedresser, has promised to help us and be with us. Yes, it might be 
painful, but absolutely no, is he punishing you, which is why we are encouraged 2 
Corinthians 5:7, “we live by sight not by faith”. What we see around us can be 
demoralising and discouraging, but our faith says, “The mountains may shift, and the 
hills may be shaken, but my faithful love won’t shift from you, and my covenant of 
peace won’t be shaken”, Isaiah 54; “But you, my Lord, are a God of compassion and 
mercy; you are very patient and full of faithful love”, Psalm 86; and “See what kind of 
love the Father has given to us in that we should be called God’s children, and that is 
what we are!” 1John 3:1. 
 
Are we planted in good soil? To produce good fruit, we need to be planted in good 
soil and have good roots. Whatever is sucked up through the roots is made visible in 
the quality of the fruit. What are we sucking up? Are we soaking ourselves in the 
reading of our bibles? Are we talking (in the form of prayers) but also meditations, 
and listening to God? Are we using our gifts and talents? Are we seeing all the good 
fruit we want in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control? The love that is shared even with that tricky neighbour, 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
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or the patience that is show to the frustrating friend, or kindness that is shown to the 
person in Tesco, or in the car in front of you. 
 
Staying connected, staying in relationship with Jesus is not easy. There are hundreds 
of things each day which tempt us to let go, and in your own strength deal with life. 
And if we are mature, and self-disciplined we can probably get away with it for a while. 
However, each time we operate in our own strength we use a bit of fruit and 
eventually the tree will be baren, we will have nothing to operate from.  
 
If you want to be the best version of yourself, connect with Jesus. Open your bible, 
share your joys, thanks, worries, anger in prayer with God, put time aside and listen 
for his voice and continually be filled with the Spirit … and wait and watch to see what 
happens through you.  
Amen. 
 
 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
Bread of heaven on thee we feed 
 
Let us declare our faith with confidence: 
 

We believe in God the Father, 
who created all things: 
for by his will they were created 
and have their being. 
 

We believe in God the Son, 
who was slain: 
for with his blood, 
he purchased us for God, 
from every tribe and language, 
from every people and nation. 
We believe in God the Holy Spirit: 
the Spirit and the Bride say, ‘Come!’ 
Even so come, Lord Jesus! 
Amen. 
 
 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sq3rBI-KPac
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Louisa leads us as we pray for the needs of the world, the church, and for our family, 
friends & neighbours. Use these prayers to help inspire and encourage your own 
prayers this week. 
 
Today’s response to ‘Lord hear us’ is ‘Lord graciously hear us’ 
 
God has called us, as we gather in his name let us bring before him our prayers, which 
come from our love and concern. Lord we give you thanks for the freedom to worship 
you in our church today. We pray for our brothers and sisters in the world who are 
not able to do so. Bless them we pray keep them strong in their faith. 
 
Bless all who work for peace in the places where there is pain and suffering, and 
injustice. Give them perseverance and courage to do what is right bless their branches 
as they reach out. 
 
Lord hear us   Lord graciously hear us 
 
Hear us as we pray for your church here on earth. For all who profess to teach and 
preach in your name may the example of our Lord Jesus the true vine be our example 
always. 
 
Lord hear us   Lord graciously hear us 
 
Father we pray for our brothers and sisters in India look with compassion on all who 
have suffered and died in the pandemic. Give strength to all who minister to them. 
 
Lord hear us   Lord graciously hear us  
 
We pray for those we know who are sick at home or in hospital those on our hearts 
and those known only to you lets pause for a moment and lift them to you. 
 
Lord hear us   Lord graciously hear us 
 
Father we remember those we love and no longer see those on our hearts, those 
known only to you, those whose memory we remember now. 
 
Lord hear us   Lord graciously hear us 
 
Father you are the vine we are the branches may we leave this place forgiven, 
renewed, and blessed. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/


 
“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people” – Matthew 4:19 

 
St. George’s, Brockworth Sunday 2nd May 2021  

 

8 

These are the prayers of your people this morning Lord, we ask that you take each 
one and answer them in your own way and in your own time. 
 
Living God however poor our pray is, we search for you with confidence. You have 
blessed us, you bury our past in the heart of Christ and are going to take care of our 
future. 
 

 
Merciful Father, 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

 
We pray with confidence as our saviour has taught us: 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen. 
 

 
Sing: (click on the song title, and it should open up and play in YouTube) 
Love divine all loves excelling 
 
 

Numbers 6:24-26   May the LORD bless you and protect you.  
May the LORD smile on you and be gracious to you.  
May the LORD show you his favor and give you his peace. 
 

 
Our worship has ended, but our service now begins. Let us go in peace to love and 
serve the risen Lord. Thanks be to God. Amen. 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGGcqhKShQ8

