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Getting in touch: 
 

 
Church Office:  Church Administrator, St George’s Church Centre,  
   Court  Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4ET 
Office Hours:    9.30—11.30 am, Monday—Friday 
Phone:   01452 550 554 
Email:   churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk   
 
  

Parish Website:  www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk    
Facebook: Search for  “St George’s Church Brockworth” and ‘like’ our page 
 
 
Vicar:  Rev. Mike Smith: The Vicarage, Court Road, Brockworth 
    Tel: 07415 089897 
    Email: mike.smith@stgeorgebrockworth.uk  
    Mike’s day off is Friday 
 
Licensed Readers : 
Mr Gordon Clifford – 01452 862475; email: gordon.clifford@sky.com 
Mrs Louisa Messenger – 01452 862058 email: louisamessenger@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs. Linda Vogwell, Branscombe, 4, Hillview Avenue, Brockworth GL3 4AZ 
Tel: 07917 610609, email: lindavogwell@yahoo.co.uk 
Mr. Richard Ashenden, “Hilldown”, 62 Court Road, Brockworth.  
Tel: 01452 862515  
 
Hon. Treasurer:  Mr Derek Harbottle 01452 863732 
Hon. Secretary:  Mrs Lianne Eve 
Safeguarding Officer:  Mrs Rita Fix 01452 550554 
safeguarding@stgeorgebrockworth.uk 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Pat Hartwell : stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 
 
The article deadline for the February issue is 15/01/21   
Please email stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com  
If unable to email, please deliver hard copy to the Church Office.  
   
Editorial Disclaimer & church policies : 
Any ecclesiastical or political views contained in this magazine are not necessarily those 
of the PCC or the Editor. This church promotes good practice in work with children and 
young people. It has a current and active Child Protection Policy that’s available to view 
at St George’s Church  & St George’s Church Centre. St. George’s, Brockworth is a Fair 
Trade Parish and supports the Parish Giving Scheme.  
 

 
THIS MONTH’S COVER:  :  A snowy St. George’s Church 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk
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We must accept finite disappointment, but 

never lose infinite hope – Martin Luther king Jr  

With only days until 

Christmas, we have  en-

tered the time in the 

church’s calendar we call 

Advent. For the four Sun-

days before   Christmas 

we focus on one charac-

teristic each week that 

echoes a core belief in the  

Christian faith. The first is 

Hope: hope in what God 

promised to do way back 

in the        beginning of 

the Old Testament: to       

Abraham, Isaac and  Ja-

cob. They are        de-

scribed as the       fathers 

of the faith, otherwise 

known as the Patriarchs. 

God     promised them 

and kept reminding them, 

that they would be part of 

a family so big, they 

wouldn’t be able to count 

them. They hoped for 

what was promised. Yet 

the     reality for Abraham 

and his wife Sarah, is that 

they were well past the 

childbearing age: the logi-

cal and reasoned conclu-

sion would say, ‘No. Not 

a chance’, but they did 

conceive. This is the rea-

son why we celebrate 

Hope at the start of our 

journey of Advent. An          

unchanging God,    com-

mitted to, and  dedicated 

to restoring his creation, 

including humanity. God 

is 

the God of the             

impossible.  

  The birth of Christ is a 

reminder not to lose hope.  

We live in a world which is                  
unpredictable and 
beautiful, tragic and en-
couraging, painful  
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and comforting. This year, 

more than most years, has 

demonstrated the resounding 

emphasis of all those, and we 

may have lost family, friends, 

jobs, homes, security, health 

– the list can go on – but 

don’t lose hope in the God of 

the impossible. Look for that 

shining light which sparks 

that glimmer of hope.     

Surround yourself with people 

who will walk with you to-

wards hope, and will speak 

words of hope over you.  

 

We are a church that be-

lieve in the power of hope. 

The birth, death, and resur-

rection of Jesus is the founda-

tion and blueprint for our 

hope, and we would love to 

share that hope in Jesus with 

you. Please feel free to reach 

out to us and connect with 

us, wherever you are on your 

journey of faith we would 

welcome the opportunity to 

walk with you towards hope.     

Mike  Smith 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here are our Churchwardens,                       
Linda Vogwell and Richard             
Ashenden following their                 in-
duction by Mike.. 
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Listens, Observes and Acts 
 

I am writing this during the second lockdown of the Covid 19 pandemic while we 
are all isolating once more from this dreadful disease that has caused so much ill-
ness and so many deaths in countries all over our world!! 
We hope and pray that a vaccine will soon be available to help alleviate some of 
the suffering and deaths of so many people (some of them caused by other illnesses 
and diseases that are not being able to treated because the hospitals are so full!)  
Who would have thought that in 2020/2021 that we would not be able to hold 
Church services or our meetings because of a pandemic and             government 
restrictions! 
 

Hopefully things may be getting back to a new “normal” by the end of January 
(January 25th) so we will be able to get together for our Annual General     Meet-
ing!!   We will have to wait and see!! 
 

In the meantime a prayer for Advent; 
Lord God, we stand at the beginning of Advent looking forward to Christmas. 
We come with our arms laden – full of fear as we watch a world filled with pan-
demic and wars, full of concern as we watch the worlds politicians, full of helpless-
ness as we watch people suffer quietly at home or in hospital, full of shame as we 
look back at our own anger and mistakes. Our arms are full of good things too – 
our preparations for Christmas, our homes and families and friends, our talents and 
hobbies.  Help us Lord, to lay our burdens at the altar, then Lord, with empty hands 
we can lift our arms in praise to you and our arms to each other in love.  Amen 
 

Let us all hope that we will be able to see our families this Christmas time, 
From Enid and all the committee we hope you all enjoy Christmas this year. 
 

A prayer for Christmas; 
Lord, help us to give ourselves when we are giving presents, teach us to give with-
out thought of receiving and to receive without thought of giving.  Teach us not to 
withhold or withdraw ourselves.  Teach us to hoard nothing – love, money, time, 
possessions.  Teach us to give even ourselves as an instrument of your love and 

peace.  Amen. 
 

A prayer for The New Year; 
Eternal God who makes all things new but abides for ever the same.  Grant us and 
bless us to begin this New Year in faith bravely, guide us with your love in all our 

doings, and guard us in all our days, so we may spend them in service to you.  
Amen. 

 

Happy New Year and many blessings, Rona. 
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A message from  
Bishop Rachel 

 
Dear sisters and brothers,  
 
‘And the light shines in the        
darkness and the darkness did not 
overcome it’.  (John 1:5) 
 
As we prepare for this second period 
of national lockdown Bishop Robert 
and I want to thank you for your    
persistent faithfulness and care in 
your many different contexts, not 
least in schools and chaplaincies. 
 
We are deeply aware that life over 
the coming 28 days will impact peo-
ple in many different ways. As well 
as the pain of sickness and death, the 
sense of loss and trauma runs deep, 
even beyond physical and economic 
health.  The ongoing effect on mental 
and spiritual wellbeing, and the     
diminishing of social connection and 
what it means for us to be fully      
human, is a cause of concern. We 
were created to live in relationship. 
 
Whilst we are deeply concerned that 
gathering together safely for public 
worship has been deemed to be non-
essential by the government (and this 
has been strongly communicated to 
them and to local MPs), it is good 
news that our church buildings can be 
open for prayer and continue to be 
accessed as sacred spaces of peace 
and hope for people of all ages and 
backgrounds.   
 
As has been said before, we fully  
appreciate that not all our buildings 
will be open for prayer, and different 
decisions will need to be taken      

locally. We do not want people to 
feel guilty or pressurized. Together 
we are part of the Body of Christ and 
the church buildings which are open, 
not least the Cathedral, are open for 
all and on behalf of all. Thank you 
for the mutual support that is being     
offered across deaneries. 
 
Worship can continue to be broadcast 
from church buildings with             
participation from all who contribute 
to the leading of worship in different 
ways. Sadly, there can be no wider 
congregation present. 
We are also grateful for the many 
ways worshipping communities are 
gathering online where that is        
possible, and for the use people are 
making of telephone services and 
what has been provided nationally. 
Of course, our ‘gathering’ cannot be 
separated from our ‘sending out’ (and 
vice versa). The two are inextricably 
connected as we abide in Christ, and I 
hope that all our discourse over the 
coming days will not simply focus on 
our concerns around public worship 
restrictions.  Thank you for all the 
ways you are living out Christ’s love 
and hope to the glory of God in your 
communities and everyday places. It 
is our prayer that we will keep our 
eyes and ears open to notice those 
with whom we are not connecting, 
those who are feeling marginalized 
and isolated; and those who continue 
to be the most severely impacted and 
disadvantaged.  
 
And let us pray… 
For 28 days starting this Thursday 
people across the country will be 
committing to pray every evening at 
6pm (you might choose a different 
time and schools will be encouraged  
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to pray during the day). User-
friendly resources are being pro-
duced and there will be a different 
theme for each day of the week. 
Cathedrals will ring their bells at 
6pm as a call to prayer and if you 
have the capacity to ring a church 
bell at 6pm then please do join in. 
Phone alarms can also be effective! 
Children and adults alike might like 
to switch on a torch as prayer is of-
fered – a reminder of the light shin-
ing in the darkness. Amid our lament 
and hope; longing and trust, we will 
proclaim that we are held in the un-
changing love of God who hears our 
cries and walks with us through both 
our laughter and tears - God is with 
us. 
 
.. And that message of ‘Immanuel 
- God with us’ is the message we 
will share as we journey through this   
season of remembrance and on into 
Advent and Christmas. 
Amid all the media messaging about 
Christmas and the disillusionment 
about what it will look like, let us 
proclaim boldly that Christmas can 
never be cancelled. Jesus Christ 
came to earth as a tiny baby and 
nothing can undo that message of 
hope and love stronger than death.   
In a place of struggle and at a time 
of uncertainty and political turbu-
lence, God chose to come to earth, 
small and vulnerable, pointing to the   
Kingdom of God and all things be-
ing made new. 
 
In advent there will be a national 
Church focus on ‘Comfort and Joy’ 
and again there will be national and 
local resources for you to use in 

whatever ways seem appropriate and 
helpful in your context. I am         
delighted to say that there will be a 
‘comfort and joy’ communication 
coming soon, not least highlighting 
what is being offered to schools and 
households of all ages. One initiative 
which has already been highlighted 
is that of Feeding your Community 
this Christmas. There is still time to 
join in rather than having to reinvent 
something for yourself in your     
context. 
 
In summary, these days are ones in 
which we continue to experience 
loss, and many are feeling               
dis-membered. May we as the Body 
of Christ live a message of hope and 
re-membering as we continue to 
pray for God’s Kingdom to come on 
earth as in heaven. 
  
With my thanks and prayers as ever,  

 

https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=40dab5d0b7&e=1f8a4aa3bd
https://anglican.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=13dbff5c7cab1bb6345d5f3b2&id=40dab5d0b7&e=1f8a4aa3bd
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SERVICES FOR YOUR DIARY—December 2020 
 

These are the services that we hope to hold,  
however they are subject to change due to the government’s  

announcement taking place at the beginning of December.  
 

If the church and Church Centre have to remain closed, then some of 
these services will be broadcast live on YouTube. 

 

For the latest updates, please check any of the following: 
the diary on our website, Facebook, the noticeboard outside 

 St George’s Church Centre or alternatively phone or email the  
Church Office. 

 
 

6th Dec 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 

 
13th Dec 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 

 
16th Dec 9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 

 
20th Dec 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre   
  6.00pm  Carols & Lessons: On YouTube only 

 
Christmas  4.30pm  Crib Service: Hall, Church Centre 
Eve  11.30pm  Communion Worship Service: Church 

 
Christmas 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: On YouTube only 
Day 
 

27th Dec 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church       

 

 
Please be assured that we will continue to operate within Government and  

Church of England guidelines when we worship together.  
 

We have all the necessary precautions in place for worship: sanitiser, cordoned off pews, 
safe procedures for distributing communion wine and bread, and stewards to help us. 

 

In order for us to be safe and socially distanced, we can only manage a certain  
number of people in the church/church centre. In order for us to operate  

within this boundary we need to know who intends to be at EACH service.  
 

If you would like to be at the service, could you email 
(churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk) or phone (01452 550554) the  

Church Office to reserve seats and await confirmation from us.  
 
 

Please can we emphasise, in order to keep everyone safe, do not arrive at the 
church/church centre if you haven’t received an email or phone confirmation. 

 

Please remember you will need to wear a face covering 
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SERVICES FOR YOUR DIARY—January 2021 
 

These are the services that we hope to hold,  
however they are subject to change due to the government’s  

ongoing announcements regarding worship guidelines.  
 

If the Church and Church Centre have to remain closed, then some of 
these services will be broadcast live on YouTube. 

 

For the latest updates, please check any of the following: 
the diary on our website, Facebook, the noticeboard outside 

 St George’s Church Centre or alternatively phone or email the  
Church Office. 

 
 

3rd Jan 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

6th Jan 9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

10th Jan 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

13th Jan 9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

17th Jan 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre  
 

20th Jan 9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

24th Jan 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre 
 

27th Jan 9.30am  Communion: Hall, Church Centre 
 

31st Jan 9.00am  Communion Worship Service: Church 
  10.30am  Worship Service: Hall, Church Centre  

 
Please be assured that we will continue to operate within Government and  

Church of England guidelines when we worship together.  
 

We have all the necessary precautions in place for worship: sanitiser, cordoned off pews, 
safe procedures for distributing communion wine and bread, and stewards to help us. 

 

In order for us to be safe and socially distanced, we can only manage a certain  
number of people in the church/church centre. In order for us to operate  

within this boundary we need to know who intends to be at EACH service.  
 

If you would like to be at the service, could you email 
(churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk) or phone (01452 550554) the  

Church Office to reserve seats and await confirmation from us.  
 
 

Please can we emphasise, in order to keep everyone safe, do not arrive at the 
church/church centre if you haven’t received an email or phone confirmation.  

Please remember you will need to wear a face covering 
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This was sent in by Jenny Farmer (from her hospital bed following a car acci-
dent) She also sends her apologies—the answers to her Bible quiz will have 
to wait until next time. All our very best wishes for  a speedy recovery,  
Jenny. 

Two little clouds, one summer's day, 
Went flying through the sky; 

They went so fast they bumped their heads, 
And both began to cry. 

  
Old Father Sun looked out and said: 

" Oh never mind, my dears, 
I'll send my little fairy folk 
To dry your falling tears." 

  
One fairy came in violet, 

And one wore indigo; 
In blue, green, yellow, orange, and red, 

They made a pretty row. 
  

They wiped the cloud-tears all away, 
And then from out the sky, 

Upon a light of sunbeams made, 
They hung their gowns to dry. 

  

Here is a worthy runner-up in Allan’s poetry competition. Sheila Watts 
whose “I remember” goes back 100 years to the day she was born! Well 
done Sheila! 
 
I remember, I remember 
The day that I was born 
One sunny August morn 
I remember, I remember 
As in my pram I lay 
A kindly lady passed my way 
And as she passed, I heard her say 
She looks quite like Delilah 
But I think we’ll call her Sheila. 
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Competition time! 
 
You may recall that last month Allan Delves challenged readers to write their 
own “I remember” poem. I am pleased to announce that we have a winner: 
Judy Baldwin, who was delighted to be presented with her bottle of wine. 
Now, another challenge, and another chance to win a bottle of wine or a box 
of chocolates. Can you pen a Christmas limerick? Allan has sent in an              
example to inspire you –  
 
 Santa’s little helper felt poorly sick  
 Couldn’t deliver presents for Saint Nick  
 His red nose was gleaming  
 Blue eyes they were streaming  
 I hope that Santa will give him some Vick  
 

So now, over to you. Please send your entries either by email to 
stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com or pop them in the Church centre      
letterbox, by the end of December please. Allan will judge them and award 
the prize. Have fun! 

 And here is Judy’s winning poem. 

I remember, I remember, 
The house where I was born, 
No bathroom warm and cosy, 

Draughty windows were the norm. 
The toilet was across the yard,  

A scary place at night. 
Owls hooting in a nearby tree  
could give you such a fright. 

 
I remember, I remember, 

A Christmas long ago, 
No letter to dear Santa 

Just a hope that he will know. 
And oh the happiness to find 

In the Christmas morning glow 
A stocking full of trinkets 
With an orange in the toe. 

 
From Judy 

mailto:stgeorgebrockworthmag@gmail.com
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Norman Holland 
 

Some personal reflections on 
Norman. 
 

It should be said that any personal 
memories I may have of Norman, al-
ways include Lesley, which is   hardly 
surprising since they were together in 
primary school, became “an item” (in 
the words of a tribute given at the ser-
vice held for him   yesterday) when 
they were teenagers and have been a  
married couple for over 50 years! 
I must have met them in about 1986 
when having been living abroad, I 
came to live at Well Close near Coop-
ers’ Hill and started to attend St 
George’s. Norman was the leader of a 
lively and accomplished choir and 
Lesley was, I suspect, as well as a 
member of the Soprano section, the 
mistress of the robes and so much 
more!   
Having been involved with several 
choirs before, I rather nervously went 
round to “the tradesman’s entrance” 
after the service one Sunday and asked 
if they could use another alto. I was 
immediately welcomed by both Nor-
man and Lesley, and there began a 
very happy, close, musical         associ-
ation. 
Numerous memories of those times 
flood into my mind, no doubt shared, 
(and probably more accurately     re-
membered!) by the many of you who 
were also in that choir. 
 
There were the choir practices on 
Thursday evenings, (in competition 
with the bellringers,) accompanied, 

often amidst much hilarity, by 
“Auntie” Joan Belben at the organ. 
There were anthems learned and 
psalms for evensongs and of course 
endless hymns. Special services for 
Easter including the moving “God so 
Loved the World”, - Harvest, do you 
remember, “As the Green Blade 
Riseth”? There was the programme for 
Nine Lessons and Carols, which so 
often included “ We Three Kings” 
with Norman alternating with the 
Baldwin boys in singing the solo parts 
of the Kings! After the final practice 
for the Carol Service, all the choir 
would head up to Well Close and 
share mince pies and mulled wine, (the 
adults) round the       woodstove and 
lots of laughter! 
Then of course, Norman used to lead 
the proceedings for the “Carols by 
Candlelight” evening when he      en-
couraged us all to sing “While Shep-
herds Watched” to the tune of “On 
Ilkley Moor Bah’t’at”! 
 
I remember many weddings. Often we 
would be asked to sing for two wed-
dings on a Saturday, when we would 
have one before and one after lunch, 
so would take a picnic to eat among 
the gravestones in the churchyard. 
There would usually be cake! If no 
specific anthem had been chosen, we 
would always sing “Lead Me Lord”.  
Then there was the very   special occa-
sion when we sang “The Lord’s my 
Shepherd” to Brother James’s Air at 
the wedding of Liz and Dave Hopkins 
in 1998! 
 
Norman contributed so much more to 
the life of St George’s in his role as  
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Chairman of the PCC and of course 
later using his gift as a photogra-
pher to further our cause, but it has 
to be the music which helped me to 
feel so much a part of this wonder-
ful loving community. 
 
Thank you, Norman for your       
dedication and the joy you brought 
to this church. Rest in Peace. 
 

Liz Ashenden 

 

Thank you 
 
 
I would like to express my sincere thanks to everyone who send    
letters, cards and flowers following the death of my beloved husband 
Norman. 
It was a great privilege to have Jane Walden take the service in      
celebration of Norman’s life and our family are so grateful to her. It 
was a beautiful service, and we will always remember it. 
My thanks also go to Liz Hopkins who read the lesson and to Liz 
Ashenden who put in a lot of work to make sure everything went 
smoothly and that we followed the “Covid Rules”.  
 
I don’t know how I would have got through the last few months   
without the love, support and prayers from our friends at St. George’s 
Church. 
Love to you all 
 
Lesley Holland 
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Parish notes December 2020 
 
By the time you read this, we hope the second lockdown will be coming to an 
end and perhaps we can meet in Church and in the Centre for worship once 
more. 
The PCC met on Monday 9th November via Zoom. The meeting started with a 
presentation from Chris Sandys, Charlie Presley and Richard Eve, who have 
been working hard on our website and online communication. We are fortunate 
to have such talented and enthusiastic people and greatly appreciate all they are 
doing. 
 
It is difficult this year to make firm plans for Advent and Christmas, not    
knowing what the restrictions will be, but Mike and a team are working to put 
together services which we hope can take place. If not, then we will take part 
virtually through the e-services and YouTube recorded services which are so 
very much appreciated. 
The village came together wonderfully for Remembrance, and thanks to Linda, 
Jan and the flower ladies, the exterior of the Church and Church Centre looked 
beautiful too. 
I very much hope you keep safe and well over the winter and I’d like to take 
this opportunity to thank all the contributors to the magazine and to wish     
everyone a very Happy Christmas and a happy, healthy and peaceful New 
Year. 
 
Pat Hartwell 

A Covid Christmas?  
 
No nativity this year because the Three Wise Men face a 
travel ban. 
The shepherds have been furloughed. 
The innkeeper has shut under tier 3 regulations and had a 
slump in bookings, 
Santa won’t be working as he would break the rule of six with Dasher, Dancer, 
Prancer, Vixen, Donner and Blitzen. 

The Children’s Society. 

Judy will be collecting the Children's Society boxes in JANUARY 

so please bring them to church or phone her on 862840 if you 

would like your box collected. 

THANK YOU 
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St George’s Church Christmas Raffle 
 

Dear Friends 
We are most unlikely to be able to hold a Christmas Fair this year, 
but we still need to do some fund raising.  We can still have a 
Christmas Raffle. 
Books of tickets are priced at 50p per ticket, £2.50 per book. Please 
support us by selling tickets to friends and family.  The draw will 
take place on Wednesday 9th December either at the Church    
Centre or by Zoom. 
First prize is a Christmas hamper.  
Please return ticket stubs and monies to the Church Office through 
the letterbox by Monday 7th December.  If you can donate a raffle 
prize and leave it at the Church Office that would be most welcome. 
  
Many thanks 
Lizbeth Harbottle 

From the Registers— 

October 2020 
Baptisms 

No baptisms during October
Weddings 

No weddings during October 
Funerals 

No funerals during October 
 

Please also remember all who are sick or bereaved and who 
need our prayers: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health; comfort 

and restore those who are sick and bereaved, that they may be           
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your unfailing 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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December 2020 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 
Tuesday 1st December  Isaiah 11:1-10; Luke 10:21-24 
Wednesday 2nd December Isaiah 25:6-10a; Matthew 15:29-37 
Thursday 3rd December  Isaiah 26:1-6; Matthew 7:21,24-27 
Friday 4th December  Isaiah 29:17-end; Matthew 9:27-31 
Saturday 5th December  Isaiah 30:19-21,23-26; Matthew 9:35-10:1,6
-8 
 
Monday 7th December  Isaiah 35; Luke 5:17-26 
Tuesday 8th December  Isaiah 40:1-11; Matthew 18:12-14 
Wednesday 9th December Isaiah 40:25-end; Matthew 11:28-end 
Thursday 10th December Isaiah 41:13-20; Matthew 11:11-15 
Friday 11th December  Isaiah 48:17-19; Matthew 11:16-19 
Saturday 12th December  Ecclesiasticus 48:1-4,9-11; Matthew 17:10-13 
 
Monday 14th December  Numbers: 24:2-7,15-17; Matthew 21:23-27 
Tuesday 15th December  Zephaniah 3:1-2,9-13; Matthew 21:28-32 
Wednesday 16th December Isaiah 45:6b-8,18,21b-end; Luke 7:18b-23 
Thursday 17th December  Genesis 49:2,8-10; Matthew 1:11-7 
Friday 18th December  Jeremiah 23:5-8; Matthew 1:18-24 
Saturday 19th December  Judges 13:2-7,24-end; Luke 1:5-25 
 
Monday 21st December  Zephaniah 3:14-18; Luke 1:39-45   
Tuesday 22nd December  1 Samuel 24-end; Luke 1:46-56 
Wednesday 23rd December Malachi 3:1-4, 4:5-end; Luke 1:57-66 
Thursday 24th December 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-11,16; Acts 13:16-26; Luke 
1:67-79 
Friday 25th December  Isaiah 9:2-7; Titus 2:11-14; Luke 2:1-14 
Saturday 26th December 2 Chronicles 24:20-22; Acts 7:51-end;  
     Matthew 10:17-22 
 
Monday 28th December  Jeremiah 31:15-17; 1 Corinthians 1:26-29;  
     Matthew 2:13-18  
Tuesday 29th December  1 John 2:3-11; Luke 2:22-35 
Wednesday 30th December 1 John 2:12-17; Luke 2:36-40 
Thursday 31st December  1 John 2:18-21; John 1:1-18  
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January 2021 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 
Friday 1st January   Numbers 6:22-end; Galatians 4:4-7;  
     Luke 2:15-21 
Saturday 2nd January  1 John 2:22-28; John 1:19-28 
 
Monday 4th January  1 John 3:7-10; John 1:35-42 
Tuesday 5th January  1 John 3:11-21; John 1:43-end 
Wednesday 6th January  Isaiah 60:1-6; Ephesians 3:1-12;  
     Matthew 2:1-12 
Thursday 7th January  1 John 3:22-4:6; Matthew 4:12-17,23-end 
Friday 8th January  1 John 4:7-10; Mark 6:34-44 
Saturday 9th January  1 John 4:11-18; Mark 6:45-52 
 
Monday 11th January  Hebrews 1:1-6; Mark 1:14-20  
Tuesday 12th January  Hebrews 2:5-12; Mark 1:21-28 
Wednesday 13th January  Hebrews 2:14-end; Mark 1:29-39 
Thursday 14th January  Hebrews 3:7-14; Mark 1:40-end 
Friday 15th January  Hebrews 4:1-5,11; Mark 2:1-12 
Saturday 16th January  Hebrews 4:12-end; Mark 2:13-17 
 
Monday 18th January  Hebrews 5:1-10; Mark 2:18-22 
Tuesday 19th January  Hebrews 6:10-end; Mark 2:23-end 
Wednesday 20th January Hebrews 7:1-3,15-17; Mark 3:1-6 
Thursday 21st January  Hebrews 7:25-8:6; Mark 3:7-12  
Friday 22nd January  Hebrews 8:6-end; Mark 3:13-19 
Saturday 23rd January  Hebrews 9:2-3,11-14; Mark 3:20-21 
 
Monday 25th January  Jeremiah 1:4-10; Acts 9:1-22;  
     Matthew 19:27-end 
Tuesday 26th January  Hebrews 10:1-10; Mark 3:31-end 
Wednesday 27th January Hebrews 10:11-18; Mark 4:1-20 
Thursday 28th January  Hebrews 10:19-25; Mark 4:21-25 
Friday 29th January  Hebrews 10:32-end; Mark 4:26-34 
Saturday 30th January  Hebrews 11:1-2,8-19; Mark 4:35-end  
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Flower of Scotland 
 
Oh Flower Of Scotland 

When Will We See 

Yer Likes Again? 

That Fought An' Died For 

Yer Wee Bit Hill An' Glen 

 

And stood against him 

Proud Edward's army 

And sent him homeward 

Tae think again 

My Favourite Poems: Flower of Scotland. 
 
The poem that I have chosen this month is the unofficial National     
Anthem of Scotland which has replaced Scotland the Brave. There is no 
official National Anthem but this one is always sung at special           
occasions and Sports events. It always amuses me to hear it sung at 
Scottish Rugby matches and the TV cameras focusing on Princess Anne 
who is an avid supporter of Scottish Rugby and indeed most things 
Scottish (maternal Grandmothers descendancy.) She is seen singing it 
with such gusto when it is basically an anti-royalist poem. 
The poem set to music was composed in the mid-1960s by Roy         
Williamson of the folk group the Corries. It was first heard publicly in a 
1967 BBC television series. The words refer to the victory of the Scots, 
led by the Scots King, Robert the Bruce, over Edward II of England at 
the Battle of Bannockburn on the  23rd and 24th June in 1314 in the final 
war of Scottish independence. Although it did not bring an end to the 
war, as victory would only be secured 14 years later,. 
Having won this war of independence against England. The two     
kingdoms were joined in personal union in 1603 when the               
Scottish King James VI became King James I of England, and the two 
kingdoms united politically in 1707.   
 
The latest poll shows 54% of Scots are in favour of independence again. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roy_Williamson
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Corries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Bannockburn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wars_of_Scottish_independence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Personal_union
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/King_James_VI
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The Hills Are Bare Now, 

And Autumn Leaves, 

Lie Thick And Still 

O'er Land That is Lost Now 

Which Those So Dearly Held 

That stood against him 

Proud Edward's army 

And sent him homeward 

Tae think again 

 

Those Days Are Gone Now, 

And In The Past 

They Must Remain, 

But We Can Still Rise Now, 

And Be A Nation Again! 

That stood against him 

Proud Edward's army 

And sent him homeward 

Tae think again. 

 
Allan Delves 
07.11.2020 
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WHAT HAVE THEY DONE TO MY HYMN? 
 

My favourite Advent hymn is 'Hills of the North, Rejoice'. It was written by the 
Revd. Charles E Oakley in the middle of the nineteenth century expressing the 
Advent message of the coming of Christ to all four corners of the earth in the 
language and context appropriate for the age. In 1915 it was set to the tune 
'Little Cornard' written by Martin Shaw and the words and tune have become 
almost inseparable. In the mid nineteen seventies some of the out dated         
language was altered to reflect more up to date perspectives and these are the 
words I grew to know and love. 

 
Hills of the north, rejoice; 
river and mountain spring, 
hark to the advent voice; 
valley and lowland, sing; 

though absent long, your Lord is nigh; 
he judgment brings and victory. 

 
Isles of the southern seas, 
deep in your coral caves 

pent be each warring breeze, 
lulled be your restless waves: 

he comes to reign with boundless sway, 
and makes your wastes his great highway. 

 
Lands of the East, awake, 

soon shall your sons be free; 
the sleep of ages break, 

and rise to liberty. 
On your far hills, long cold and gray, 

has dawned the everlasting day. 
 

Shores of the utmost West, 
ye that have waited long, 

unvisited, unblessed, 
break forth to swelling song; 

high raise the note, that Jesus died, 
yet lives and reigns, the Crucified. 

 
Shout, while ye journey home; 

songs be in every mouth; 
lo, from the North we come, 

from East, and West, and South. 
city of God, the bond are free, 

we come to live and reign in thee! 
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So it came as a bit of a shock in more recent years to find myself singing 
words that were unfamiliar to me and not the words that I cherish. 

 
1 Hills of the north, rejoice, 

echoing songs arise, 
hail with united voice 

him who made earth and skies: 
he comes in righteousness and love, 

he brings salvation from above. 
 

2 Isles of the southern seas, 
sing to the list'ning earth, 

carry on ev'ry breeze 
hope of a world's new birth: 

in Christ shall all be made anew, 
his word is sure, his promise true. 

 
3 Lands of the east, arise, 
he is your brightest morn, 

greet him with joyous eyes, 
praise shall his path adorn: 

the God whom you have longed to know 
in Christ draws near, and calls you now. 

 
4 Shores of the utmost west, 

lands of the setting sun, 
welcome the heav'nly guest 

in whom the dawn has come: 
he brings a never-ending light 

who triumphed o'er our darkest night. 
 

5 Shout, as you journey on, 
songs be in ev'ry mouth, 

lo, from the north they come, 
from east and west and south: 

in Jesus all shall find their rest, 
in him the longing earth be blest. 

 
I can understand updating words and language of some old and well loved 
hymns to make them more acceptable today but to blatantly alter so much is 
hard to accept. Not that I don't like the new words but, except for the first 
lines, it is almost a different hymn. It is still my favourite Advent 
hymn.........with the words I am familiar with of course. 
                                                                                                                                             
Judy Baldwin 
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Christmas Fruit Cake Recipe – Anon 
Ingredients: 
1 cup water; 1 tablespoon salt; 1 tsp baking soda; 1 bottle whiskey; 2 cups dried 
fruit; 8 ozs nuts; lemon juice; 1 cup sugar; 4 large eggs; 8 ozs butter 
 

Method 
 

Sample the whiskey to check for quality 
Take a large bowl. Check whiskey again, to be sure it is of the highest quality. 
Pour one level cup and drink. Repeat. 
Turn on the electric mixer, beat 2 oz butter in a large fluffy bowl. Add one tsp of 
sugar and beat again. Make sure the whiskey is still OK. 
Cry another tup. Turn off the mixerer. Break  two bowls and add to the eggs and 
chuck in  the dried fruit. Mix on the turner. If the fried druit gets stuck in the 
beaterers, pry it loose with a drewscriver. Sample the whiskey again to check for 
tonsisticity. 
Next sift two sups of calt or something. Who cares? Check the whiskey. 
Now sift the lemon juice and strain your nuts. 
Add one table.  Spoon.  Of sugar or something.  Whatever you can find. Grease 
the oven.  Turn the cake tin 350 degrees. Don’t forget to beat off the turner.  
Throw the bowl out of the window, Check the whiskey again and go to bed…. 
Next day, take three aspirins and go to Marks and Spencer, (other shops are   
available). Buy a Christmas Fruit Cake. 

A big THANKYOU to those who have donated used spectacles, stamps,  
jewellery and occasional cards for up cycling. 
 
We have received about 20 pairs of specs for Vision Aid / Sight Savers. Also 
we have already sent 5 kilos of unwanted jewellery to Alzheimer’s  Society, 
lots of stamps for James Hopkins Trust (we cannot accept mobile phones) 
and a fantastic amount of occasional cards for Cobalt in Cheltenham. 
 
Please keep these charities in mind especially with used postage stamps after 
receiving your Christmas mail and of course your  Christmas Cards for     
Cobalt which must be received by us by JANUARY 14th latest. 
 
Thank you again for taking the trouble to save and donate these items.  All 
the charities involved are very grateful following such a difficult fund raising 
year. 
 
All the above items can be delivered to Karen at the church office or to     
ourselves.  We will even collect locally from your house by arrangement. 
 
Rona and Gordon 
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BIBLICAL CITIES:  
ICONIUM 

 
Dear Readers, continuing my series on 
Biblical Cities for this issue I have 
chosen a city called Iconium which is 
the Latin name for the Turkish City of 
Konya. It is no longer called Iconium 
which translated meant “coming” in 
Latin. Konya is a city south of Ankara 
in Turkey’s Central Anatolia region. 
It’s a pilgrimage destination for Sufis, 
focused on the tomb of the founder of 
the Mevlana order, Jelaleddin Rumi, 
in the Mevlana Museum. Sema   
whirling dervish ceremonies take 
place at the Mevlana Cultural Centre, 
east of the museum. The 12th-century 
Alaeddin Mosque is surrounded by the 
green parks of Alaeddin Hill. 
 
So, what about religion? Konya is one 
of the holy cities of Islam. It contains 
more than 10,000 dervishes (Turkish 
monks) and theological students. 
It must, even in the early centuries 
AD, have been quite a challenge for 
both Jews and Christians. We read in 
Timothy 3.11 “persecutions,           
sufferings-what kinds of things      
happened to me in Antioch, Iconium 
and Lystra, the persecutions I endured. 
Yet the LORD rescued me from all of 
them” 
However, there are 19 verses in the 
Bible that refer to Iconium. They all 
refer to Paul’s missionary journeys. 
The city, which was the capital of  
ancient Lycaoniat, was first visited by 
Paul and Barnabas from Antioch-in-
Pisidia during the apostle's first     
missionary journey (Acts 13:50, 51). 

Here they were persecuted by the 
Jews, and being driven from the city, 
they fled to Lystra. They afterwards 
returned to Iconium, and encouraged 
the church which had been founded 
there (14:21, 22) 
I quote “And it came to pass 
in Iconium, that they went both     
together into the synagogue of the 
Jews, and so spake, that a great     
multitude both of the Jews and also of 
the Greeks believed but the multitude 
of the city was divided: and part held 
with the Jews, and part with the   
apostles.” Paul again visited Iconium 
during his third missionary journey 
along with Silas (18:23).  
What do we know of Konya today? It 
is the seventh most populous city in 
Turkey with a metropolitan population 
of over 2.1 million. Konya is an    
economically and industrially         
developed city noted for its carpets 
and the capital of Konya Province. It 
is rapidly becoming a popular tourist 
city. 
 

 Allan Delves 

Whirling dervish 

http://kingjamesbibledictionary.com/Dictionary/Iconium
http://kingjamesbibledictionary.com/Dictionary/Iconium
http://kingjamesbibledictionary.com/Dictionary/Iconium


 

Page 24 

Help Guide Dogs  

for the Blind 

 

Please save your plastic  
milk bottle tops  

(they can be any colour,  
but only milk bottle tops)  

and pass them to  
Jenny Farmer  or into the 

Church office 
to help  

raise money for  
Guide Dogs for the Blind 

 

Thank you! 

 

 

Contributions please! 

 

This is your magazine.  We 
need your interesting stories, 
facts, jokes,  poems, quotes, 

recipes, brain teasers, photos, 
notices or anything  else that 
others would enjoy reading.  

 
All contributions will be 

gratefully  
received by the church office 

or,  
preferably, please email: 

 
stgeorgesbrockworthmag 

@gmail.com 

 

The DEADLINE  

for the February issue  

is 15th January 

Thank you! 

 

100 Club 
 

November 2020 
 

WINNERS 

 
 

1st — Richard Ashenden  (84) 
2nd — Lizbeth Harbottle  (47) 

3rd — Jean Corless  (100) 
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Seasonal Traditions 
 
The weather outside may be    
miserable and the evenings still 
long, but there is a sunny surprise 
popping up in grocers around the 
country that can pick us up no 
end; at least if you know where to 
find them. It is Seville orange  
season, and these delicious fruits 
are only available for a few weeks.   
The Seville orange is very bitter 
and is only really grown in Spain 
for us here in Britain to make  
marmalade. What a treat home-
made marmalade is; oranges,   
water and sugar are all that are 
needed to produce such a         
delightful , traditionally very   
British preserve. If you have never 
made your own, have a go before 
they all disappear again. Like all 
citrus fruit, the Seville orange 
comes originally from China. It 
was imported on trade routes via 
Italy, to the Mediterranean      
countries of Europe. In the first 
half of the 17th Century sweet  
orange trees were delivered to the 
Portuguese coast by ships. These 
sweet oranges quickly superseded 
the bitter ones, in the small area of 
Spain that still grows them. The 
flowers of the Seville oranges are 
also used to make orange flower 
water.  
Oddly enough, marmalade was not 
made from Seville or any other 
orange at first but from quince (a 
knobbly cousin of apples and 
pears). It did come from Spain 
though, in fact the Spanish word 
for quince is marmalada. Keiller’s 
marmalade founded in Dundee, 

Scotland in 1797, is thought to be 
the first commercial brand of  
marmalade in Great Britain, so the 
Scots are often credited as adding 
marmalade to the breakfast table. 
I was shown how to make       
marmalade 34 years ago by my 
husband Chris, and have been 
making it annually ever since. 
Chris’ role now is to squeeze the 
pips in the muslin cloth releasing 
the pectin which helps it set; and 
of course to help me eat it. Some 
of you will remember our previous 
Vicar Jane handing out £2 coins to 
each member of the congregation 
inviting us to increase this money 
helping to raise much needed   
finances to support our beautiful 
Church. This is how I increased 
my money , by investing it in   
ingredients to make marmalade , 
then selling it and making more 
marmalade. I hope to make my 
marmalade this January and have 
some to sell, so look out for it. 
 
Lorraine Hickson 
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ITEMS WE ARE IN NEED OF 

 

NAPPIES SIZES 5 & 6 

 

• TINNED FRUIT (URGENT) 

• TINNED POTATOES 

• TINNED MEAT PIES (FRAY BENTOS) 

• TINNED CUSTARD 

• PACKET PASTA 'N' SAUCE 

• JARS OF PASTA SAUCE 

• CUP-A-SOUP/POT NOODLES 

• PACKET INSTANT MASH 

• LONG LIFE FRUIT JUICE (NOT CHILLED) 
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LAWNMOWERS 
SERVICED – SHARPENED – REPAIRED 

 
ALSO:- RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, 

ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS ETC. 
 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
 

Tel : CHELTENHAM MOWERS      
     LIMITED 
Tel : 01452 616169 

 
Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road, Gloucester Business Park,         Glos. GL3 4AG 

 
Visit and Buy On-Line at www.mowers-online.com 
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Welcome back into Church!  

We will open up again for worship as soon         

as regulations allow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please keep checking our  

website: www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk 
and our  

Facebook page: St George’s Church Brockworth 
during December and January for all the                          

latest information. 
We look forward to seeing you soon! 


