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Getting in touch: 
 

 
Church Office:  Church Administrator, St George’s Church Centre,  
   Court  Road, Brockworth, Gloucester, GL3 4ET 
Office Hours:    9.30—11.30 am, Monday—Friday 
Phone:   01452 550 554 
Email:   churchoffice@stgeorgebrockworth.uk   
  

Parish Website:  www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk    
Facebook: Search for  “St George’s Church Brockworth” and ‘like’ our page 
 
 
Vicar:  Rev. Mike Smith: The Vicarage, Court Road, Brockworth 
    Tel: 07415 089897 
    Email: mike.smith@stgeorgebrockworth.uk  
    Mike’s day off is Friday 
 
Licensed Readers : 
Mr Gordon Clifford – 01452 862475; email: gordon.clifford@sky.com 
Mrs Louisa Messenger – 01452 862058 email: louisamessenger@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs. Linda Vogwell, Branscombe, 4, Hillview Avenue, Brockworth GL3 4AZ 
Tel: 07917 610609, email: lindavogwell@yahoo.co.uk 
Mr. Richard Ashenden, “Hilldown”, 62 Court Road, Brockworth.  
Tel: 01452 862515  
 
Hon. Treasurer:  Mr Derek Harbottle 01452 863732 
Hon. Secretary:  Mrs Lianne Eve 
Safeguarding Officer:  Mrs Rita Fix 01452 550554 
safeguarding@stgeorgebrockworth.uk 
Magazine Editor:  Mrs. Pat Hartwell : stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com 
 
The article deadline for the April issue is 15/03/21   
Please email stgeorgesbrockworthmag@gmail.com  
If unable to email, please deliver hard copy to the Church Office.  
   
Editorial Disclaimer & church policies : 
Any ecclesiastical or political views contained in this magazine are not necessarily those 
of the PCC or the Editor. This church promotes good practice in work with children and 
young people. It has a current and active Child Protection Policy that’s available to view 
at St George’s Church  & St George’s Church Centre. St. George’s, Brockworth is a Fair 
Trade Parish and supports the Parish Giving Scheme.  
 

 
THIS MONTH’S COVER:  Narcissus “Tete a tete” 

http://www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk
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Sometimes the news we watch 
and read can leave us with a 
sense of hopelessness, but there 
are stories out there that can   
remind us of the power and hope 
of how wonderful this world is, 
and more importantly, humanity 
can be – Happy Headlines. 
When Jesus said love one another 
I think this is what he had in 
mind: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Wedding events last a few hours. 
Marriages are meant to last a  
lifetime. In the wake of Covid, 
although disappointed by the   
necessity of having their big days 
significantly scaled back, some 
special couples have been able to 
embrace the bigger picture with 
open hearts. 
 
 
In light of Covid restrictions, but 
with a desire to get married on a 
smaller scale a couple decided to 
trade-in their upscale plans for a 
simpler ceremony. Love may have 
won the day, but it did leave the 
newlyweds with a conundrum. 
What to do about their non-
refundable deposits? 
That left a sizeable catering     
deposit—but rather than roll the 
money into an event to be named, 
the wedding couple     decided 

instead to spread their joy to   
others less fortunate. The original 
150-person guest list was      
transformed into 200 boxed 
Thanksgiving dinners for a 
charity  dealing with severe   
mental health challenges. 
 
And: 
 
American Football Super Bowl Fi-
nal (Feb 2021). As a thank you for 
their tireless service during the 
pandemic, NFL has announced it’s 
inviting around 7,500         
vaccinated health care workers to 
Super Bowl LV as honoured 
guests. All 32 NFL clubs will also 
be selecting health care workers 
from their communities to attend 
the Super Bowl this Sunday. 
 
“Our local healthcare workers 
have worked around the clock to 
ensure the health and safety of 
our community,” said Mayor Jane 
Castor, City of Tampa, “and I  
cannot think of a better way to 
honour them than with the eyes of 
the world on our hometown for 
Super Bowl LV. Our country has 
endured so much over the last 
year and we can’t lose sight of 
those who worked day in and 
day out to keep us safe. Thank 
you to the NFL for helping make 
this happen.” 
 
Also … 
 
One thing that is uniting every-
body at the moment is the      re-
spect and gratitude we all have 
for healthcare workers, as well 
as ALL other key workers. For 
some, who now have more time 
on their hands, they have  

Inspiring Stories 
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put this gratitude into practical 
means of repaying NHS workers. 
A group of recently furloughed 
workers in London have set up a 
group called 'furloughed foodies'. 
After raising £10,000, the           
volunteers have been cooking 
homemade meals for healthcare 
workers and have already delivered 
over 6000 meals to 15 hospital 
trusts across London. The          
volunteers (most of whom are not        
professional chefs) have now      
extended their scheme to deliver 
goods to food banks and homeless 
shelters. 
Similar food-based initiatives have 

taken place elsewhere 
like Hospitality For Heroes from the 
hospitality industry, which has even 
attracted the donations from profes-
sional chefs like Marcus Wareing, 
who even donated one of his      
recipes. 
 
I know there are similar stories  
happening in our area. If you know 
of any good news stories happening 
in our area, please share them with 
us. It will encourage those who are   
struggling and demonstrate there is 
hope and love right  outside their 
front door, and it may also inspire 
someone.  

Mike 
Smith 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/hospitality-for-heroes
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Listens, Observes and Acts 
 

I hope you are all keeping well and that the majority have had the 1st dose 
of ‘the vaccination’ by now? Maybe some of you have had your 2nd dose? 
Unfortunately, we are still in lockdown, so for the foreseeable future we 

are unable to meet together. 
 

The Spring edition of the ‘Roundabout’ publication has been cancelled due 
to the pandemic and difficulties in distribution, etc. because of it!! 

The MU Diocesan office is not manned but if anyone needs MU cards, 
goods etc. or any article to go into the next issue of the 

‘Roundabout’ (hopefully this will be able to go ahead) please contact Enid. 
 

The Diocesan MU Cathedral midday prayers were cancelled all through 
2020 but for 2021 it has been decided that these will be held monthly on 
Zoom, if you would like to join in these midday prayers please contact 
Enid to obtain the link for this. 

 

Once again, the Diocesan Festival and the Big AFIA Day will be           
cancelled. Mary Sumner Day picnic – August 9th it is hoped that this will 

be able to take place! Details nearer the time. 
 

We are now in the Holy season of Lent and our Vicar, Mike will, I am 
sure, keep us informed of what can or cannot take place this month which 

includes Mothering Sunday and the build up to Easter. 
 

Lastly may I on behalf of St. George’s Brockworth Mothers’ Union send 
our sincere condolences to Kay Hensley, our Diocesan President, on the 

death of her husband Richard after a long battle with Cancer. 
 

I will finish with a prayer for all the lonely in these strange times. 
Heavenly Father, be with all who live alone and all those who are filled 
with loneliness and fear of what still may be ahead.  In winter months 

when our doors are locked and in the long silent nights we look forward to 
Spring and lighter nights.  Watching television and reading newspapers 
often add to anxiety.  Missing family and friends, old photographs and 

memories, the only friend.  Grant comfort and peace of mind to all living 
in fear. 

When we are hurting, grant us peace and your loving comfort.   
Dear Lord, hold us all in your loving arms and keep us safe, may everyone 

come to understand that you are always by their side and that they 
are never alone.  Amen. 
Many Blessings, Rona. 
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Message from Bishop Rachel 
 
Rejoice in the Lord always; again, I 

will say, Rejoice.  Let your         

gentleness be known to everyone. 

The Lord is near.  Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything 

by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be 

made known to God.  And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ  

Jesus.  

(Philippians 4:4-7) 

  

Tomorrow we begin our Lenten 
journey. As we lived our first     
lockdown during Lent last year, I 
referred on several occasions to 
those wonderful words from the 
Lent preface to the Eucharistic 
prayer about ‘learning to be God’s 
people once again’. It is lifelong 
learning with Lent being a particu-
lar season for reflection and la-
ment, yet with the hope of the emp-
ty tomb even now on the horizon 
beyond the place of crucifixion. 
 
As I prepare to enter Lent and    
reflect on all we have been learn-
ing over this past year about what 
it means to be God’s people, I 
have been thinking about the place 
of thanksgiving. Even amid the 
pain, loss, and weariness of recent 
months there is much to be thank-
ful for, and I pray that the enlarging 
of our hearts with thankfulness 
might be a significant part of our 
learning to be God’s people once 
again. 

 
The tradition of eating pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday came from the 
fact that it was the day when peo-
ple used up all the luxury fats and 
eggs in their home to feast ahead 
of the fasting, abstinence, and  
penitence of Lent. It was a day of 
tasting the goodness of rich food 
not to be tasted again until Easter 
Day, yet I pray that whatever we 
each choose to do during Lent to 
focus our hearts and minds on 
God, we will taste and 
acknowledge all that is rich and 
good in our adventure with God, 
individually and together, even 
amid the struggle. 
 
I am immensely thankful for all the 
many ways the love and hope of 
Jesus Christ is being revealed and 
shared across our diocese through 
the life of worshipping communities 
in parishes, our schools,          
chaplaincies, and fresh               
expressions. Over the next couple 
of months, the leadership team 
want to strongly encourage you to 
share your stories with our        
communications team. No story is 
too small. 
 
As we continue week by week to 
share news of national and         
diocesan kingdom-shaped           
initiatives, Bishop Robert and I are 
acutely aware that ultimately all 
this is being lived out in the ‘local’ 
and amid the many different ways,    
traditional and new, in which peo-
ple are seeking to be God’s peo-
ple. Furthermore, it is not about us      
celebrating a string of initiatives 
and activities but rather it is about 
being  
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thankful for the growth and fruit which 

continues to emerge from the soil of 

our LIFE vision (as well as being  

honest and vulnerable about the  

places where we have struggled or 

stumbled). 

 

It is a privilege to share in ministry 

with you; and the   generosity of    

people’s hearts and minds, including 

financial giving, does not go          

unnoticed, not least when the going is 

tough. 

 

Of course the most important invest-

ment in our life together is that of 

prayer, and as we journey into Lent, 

still living with so much uncertainty, 

may we commit ourselves to prayer 

that we might discover yet more of 

what it means to be God’s people 

together across this diocese, desiring 

to ever more deeply participate in 

God’s kingdom work of transfor-

mation amid our pain and joy. 

 

As we walk into Lent, Bishop Robert 

and I hold you in our prayers with 

thanksgiving. 
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QUIZ:   
HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW BROCKWORTH? 

 
1. Part of the Roman Road Ermin Street runs through Brockworth 

from the city, Glevum to the town Corinium. What are the    
current names of these two places? 

2. The iconic Cheese rolling challenge until recently was always 
held on which day of the year? 

3. The first jet engine aircraft was built in Brockworth. Who     
designed it and what building is named after him? 

4. The first UK company and only the second in the world to       
manufacture Nylon fibre had 3 factories one of which was in 
Brockworth. Can you name it? 

5. In which historical period/style was St Georges Church built? 
Do you know which king was on the throne during that period? 

6. To which monastic order do the Monks of Prinknash belong? 
7. Similarly, almost opposite St. George’s, a large house used to 

be a Convent. To which order did the Nuns belong? 
8. Who, from the famous Witcombe Estate family, became        

Chancellor of the Exchequer for two terms, 1885 and 1895. He 
was also leader of the House of Commons. 

9. In the mid-1800s four wheeled public Stagecoaches were          
introduced throughout the country as a popular means of travel. 
They stopped at periodic intervals to change horses and provide 
refreshment. One journey commenced at Gloucester with the 
first stop at a now demolished public house in Brockworth. It 
was named after the Stagecoach. Where was it? 

10. Which famous Actor, Writer and Comedian grew up in             
Abbotswood and was educated at the secondary school in      
Brockworth then called “the Comp”. 

11. Where is the 12th Century building, part timber part stone in 
Brockworth and what is it called and what was its original       
function? 

12. Which building in Brockworth is named after a Queen of Eng-
land? 

13.  Mill Lane is named after a mill situated adjacent to Horsebere 
Brook. What was its function? Do you know how old it was? 

14. Brockworth is a name derived from two words Brock and 
Worth. The latter from the Saxon for enclose. Brock was de-
rived from a Celtic word for which animal? It is now an em-
blem of local      organisations, eg the Rugby Club.  

15. Which Brockworth footballer played for Portsmouth and fea-
tured in a semi-final of the FA cup against Liverpool? 
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1.  A brook runs through Brockworth then Hucclecote to         
eventually drain into the River Severn. What is it called? 

2.  Which Parliamentary constituency is Brockworth in and who is 
the current MP.? 

3.  In the early 1900s trams ran from Gloucester to Brockworth, 
but where did they terminate? 

4. Those of you who lived in Brockworth in the 1970s will        
remember a very popular entertainment building next door to 
the Cross Hands Pub. The following appeared there: Bob        
Monkhouse, Norman Wisdom, Dave Allen Eartha Kitt and Adge 
Cuttler. Also, bands such as the Cure, Madness, and the Spe-
cials. What was the name of this venue? 

5. Brockworth is situated at the foot of the Cotswold Hills formed 
of its famous honey coloured stone. From which geological   
period were the hills formed and what is the composition of 
the stone.? 

 
                        (Answers on page 22 )                                                                        
         A.K.Delves 
 

One of the British national daily newspapers 
asked readers: “What does it mean to be   
British?” 
Some of the emails were hilarious but this one 
from a Swiss was a winner.  
“Being British is about driving in a German car 
to an Irish pub for a Belgian beer. 
Then travelling home, grabbing an Indian  
Curry or a Turkish kebab on the way, to sit on 
Swedish furniture and watch American shows 
on a Japanese TV. 
He buys a holiday in Spain, skis in France, 
fancies Swedish birds and has a Romanian  
au-pair.” 
And the most British thing of all? 
“He is suspicious of anything foreign.” 
 
David Sutch 
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BIBLICAL CITIES DERBE 
 

Continuing my series on Biblical 
cities and my particular interest in 
those visited by St Paul and, more 
often than not, accompanied by 
Barnabas on their missionary jour-
neys we now come to Derbe. Dear 
readers you may remember my 
last contribution on Lystra where 
Paul received a hostile   reception 
and was stoned and thrown out of 
the city and left for dead. In Acts 
14.20 we learn that Paul and Bar-
nabas left Lystra and went to 
Derbe where they were warmly 
received. It was there that they 
preached the good news and won 
a large number of disciples. 
A further reference tells us in Acts 
15.41 that Paul visited Derbe on 
his second missionary journey 
starting out from Antioch and 
"went through Syria and Cilicia, 
confirming the churches" Then he 
came to Derbe and Lystra. He 
must have been a glutton for   
punishment visiting Lystra again. 
A further reference again in Acts 
20.4 informs us that Gaius        
accompanied Paul to Jerusalem in 
charge of the donations of the 
churches to the poor of Derbe. 
So, dear readers what do we know 
about Derbe? Well, like many of 
the biblical cities that I have told 
you about, there is no city called 
Derbe today. On the basis of an 
inscription dating to 157 BC,    

Michael Ballance fixed the site of 
Derbe at a mound known as Kerti 
Hüyük, some 15 miles (24 km) 
northeast of Karaman (ancient 
Laranda), near Ekinözü village in 
the SE of modern-
day Turkey. Although subject to 
controversy, this is considered the 
most likely site.  
Incidentally, Michael               
Ballance was an accomplished 
photographer and archaeologist. 
Ekinözü was, throughout history, 
on a popular caravan route and is 
now a  tourist city. 
So, to sum up, very little is known 
of Derbe. (we don’t know if they 
had a football team called Derbe 
County!), What is known is open 
to conjecture. However, that Paul 
was successful in Derbe may be 
gathered from the fact that he does 
not mention Derbe among the 
places where he had suffered. 
For the next issue I will tell you 
something about the Macedonian 
city of Thessalonica. 
A.K.Delves 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
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Signing the cross 

 

At a recent ‘coffee and chat’ Zoom get together the subject turned 
to making the sign of the cross and as I was born on Holy Cross 

Day, I did a little research and discovered that the sign of the Cross 
has been used by Christians since early times.  Tertullian, writing 
his De Corona around AD 211, noted that Christians seldom did 

anything significant without making the sign of the cross. 

 

What is it’s significance? Well, 
people often put their initials or 
some sort of personal mark on 

something to show that it      
belongs to them.  The Cross is 
the personal mark of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and we mark it on 

ourselves as a sign that we    
belong to him.  Even in the book 
of Revelation, we read that the 
servants of God are ‘sealed’ or 

‘marked’ on their foreheads as a 
sign that they are his. 

 

A preacher once put it this way: 
If you were explaining to    

someone how to make a cross, 
you would say “Draw an l.”  

That is you, standing before the 
Lord, saying ‘here I am’. 

Then cancel that vertical stroke 
with a horizontal stroke –   

as if to say: “Lord, I abandon 
my self-will and make you the 

centre of my life instead. 

  I abandon myself  to your love 
and service.” 

Rona. 
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100 Club 
 

February 2021 
 

WINNERS 

 
 

1st — Jeni Archer  (95) 
2nd — Richard Ashenden  (84) 

3rd — Pat Wood (62) 
 

From the Registers— 

January 2021 
Baptisms 

No baptisms during January 

Weddings 

No weddings during January

 

Funerals 

Wednesday 13th January   Robert John Cook 

Wednesday 27th January   Barbara Ann Page 

 

Please also remember all who are sick or bereaved and who 
need our prayers: Heavenly Father, giver of life and health; comfort 
and restore those who are sick and bereaved, that they may be           
strengthened in their weakness and have confidence in your unfailing 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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March 2021 
Daily Bible Readings: 
 
Monday 1st March   Daniel 9:4-10; Luke 6:36-38 
Tuesday 2nd March  Isaiah 1:10,16-20; Matthew 23:1-12 
Wednesday 3rd March  Jeremiah 18:18-20; Matthew 20:17-28 
Thursday 4th March  Jeremiah 17:5-10; Luke 16:19-end 
Friday 5th March   Genesis 37:3-4,12-13,17-28; Matthew 21:33-43,45
-46 
Saturday 6th March  Micah 7:4-15,18-20; Luke 15:1-3,11-end 
 
Monday 8th March  2 Kings 5:1-15; Luke 4:24-30 
Tuesday 9th March  Daniel 2:20-23; Matthew 18:21-end 
Wednesday 10th March  Deuteronomy 4:1,5-9; Matthew 5:17-19 
Thursday 11th March  Jeremiah 7:23-28; Luke 11:14-23 
Friday 12th March   Hosea 14; Mark 12:28-34 
Saturday 13th March  Hosea 5:15-6:6; Luke 18:9-14 
 
Monday 15th March  Isaiah 65:17-21; John 4:43-end 
Tuesday 16th March  Ezekiel 47:1-9,12; John 5:1-3,5-16 
Wednesday 17th March  Isaiah 49:8-15; John 5:17-30 
Thursday 18th March  Exodus 32:7-14; John 5:31-end 
Friday 19th March   Wisdom 2:1,12-22; John 7:1-2,10,25-30 
Saturday 20th March  Jeremiah 11:18-20; John 7:40-52 
 
Monday 22nd March  Susanna 1-9,15-17,19-30,33-62; John 8:1-11 
Tuesday 23rd March  Numbers 21:4-9; John 8:21-30 
Wednesday 24th March  Daniel 3:14-20,24-25,28; John 8:31-42 
Thursday 25th March  Genesis 17:3-9; John 8:51-end 
Friday 26th March   Jeremiah 20:10-13; John 10:31-end 
Saturday 27th March  Ezekiel 37:21-end; John 11:45-end 
 
Monday 29th March  Isaiah 42:1-9; John 12:1-11 
Tuesday 30th March  Isaiah 49:1-7; John 12:20-36 
Wednesday 31st March  Isaiah 50:4-9a; John 13:21-32 
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World Day of Prayer 2021 

 
As many of you will remember, The 
World Day of Prayer is a women-led, 
global movement  celebrated on the 
first Friday in March with a service 
held in Churches all over the world. 
This year it should be the turn of St 
George’s to host the service for the 
people of Brockworth. Though it is 
regrettable, it will not surprise any-
one to learn that the representatives 
of the Brockworth Churches have 
taken the decision to postpone hold-
ing the service until later in the year, 
(possibly in the Autumn,) when we 
pray that we may be able to conduct 
it as it is written and that all may 
attend safely and without too many    
restrictions! 
 
However, this does not mean that 
we cannot all still pray on the     
morning of 5th March!  
 
If you are online, look for the World 
Day of Prayer website, (that is 
www.wwdp.org.uk   because it used 
to be called the “Women’s World 
Day of  Prayer”!) and under ‘FIND A 
SERVICE’, enter your postcode and 
see which churches are    holding 
meetings in the area. There are a 
couple of Zoom  services, but our 

suggestion is that everyone who is 
able to do so, should watch a live 
stream YouTube World Day of Prayer 
Service from Moreton in Marsh at 
11am Friday 5th March, as the time 
looks good and there is none of the 
hassle of connecting onto Zoom! 
Click on Moreton-in-Marsh World 
Day of Prayer     Service 2021  
 
If you are reading this in a “paper” 
magazine but are able to watch You 
Tube and would like me to send you 
the link in an email, please contact 
me. (lizashenden99@gmail.com). 
 
Printed service booklets can also be 
available on request, 01452 862515, 
and I can probably deliver them.  
 
This year’s service was written by 
Christian women of Vanuatu and the 
theme is “Build on a Strong Founda-
tion”. I hope you will join us. All are 
welcome! 

Liz Ashenden 
 

http://www.wwdp.org.uk
http://youtube.st.davids.org.uk/http:/youtube.st.davids.org.uk/
http://youtube.st.davids.org.uk/http:/youtube.st.davids.org.uk/
mailto:lizashenden99@gmail.com
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.HEAVEN’S GROCERY STORE 

 
I was walking down life’s highway a long time ago. 
One day I saw a sign that read ‘Heaven’s Grocery Store’. 
As I got a little closer, the door came open wide, 
And when I came to myself, I was standing inside. 
  
Everything a Christian needed was in the Grocery Store, 
I saw a host of ANGELS. They were standing everywhere. 
One handed me a basket and said, “My child, shop with care”. 
And all you couldn’t carry, you could come back next day for more. 
  
First, I got some PATIENCE – LOVE was in the same row, 
Further down was UNDERSTANDING, you need that everywhere you go. 
I got a box or two of WISDOM, a bag or two of FAITH. 
I couldn’t miss the HOLY SPIRIT for it was all over the place. 
  
I stopped to get some STRENGTH and COURAGE to help me run this 
race. 
By then my basket was getting full, but I remembered some GRACE. 
I didn’t forget SALVATION as SALVATION is free. 
So, I tried to get enough of that to save both you and me. 
  
Then I started up to the counter to pay my grocery bill 
For I thought I had everything to do my MASTER’S will. 
As I went up the aisle, I saw PRAYER and I just had to put that in. 
For I know when I stepped outside, I would run right into sin. 
  
PEACE and JOY were plentiful, they were on the last shelf. 
SONGS and PRAISES were hanging near, so I just helped myself. 
Then I said to the Angel, ‘Now how much do I owe?’ 
He just smiled and said, ‘just take them everywhere you go.’ 
  
Again, I said, ‘How much do I really owe?’ 
He smiled again and said: 
MY CHILD, JESUS PAID YOUR BILL,  
A LONG, LONG TIME AGO.’ 

 

Contributed by Jenny Farmer 
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THE HILL WE CLIMB  
by AMANDA GORMAN 

 
Continuing my series on “My favourite poems”, dear readers, I have 
just added a recent new one, “The Hill we Climb” by Amanda Gorman, 
a 22-year-old Young Poet Laureate of America. She describes herself as 
“a skinny Black girl descended from slaves and raised by a single moth-
er”. 
Amanda Gorman made history when she became the youngest inaugu-
ral poet during President Joe Biden’s swearing-in ceremony in Washing-
ton. This Harvard graduate was invited to speak at the event by First 
Lady Jill Biden, who had previously seen the poet do a reading at the 
Library of Congress. 
Gorman was not given any direction as to what to write, only that she 
would be contributing to the event’s theme of “America United.”. The 
poem was so long it took Amanda 6 minutes to recite all of it and she 
then received a standing ovation. 
I have not reproduced it here but instead selected some lines that are   
relevant to today’s struggles and challenges as we have a Hill to Climb 
in fighting Covid 19. Just think about the first few lines. 
 
When day comes, we ask ourselves where can we 
find light in this never-ending shade? 
The loss we carry, a sea we must wade. 
We’ve braved the belly of the beast. 
 
And the final few lines: 
 
We will rebuild, reconcile, and recover. 
In every known nook of our nation, in every corner 
called our country, 
our people, diverse and beautiful, will emerge,  
 
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 
 
Digressing somewhat, I think of the hills I climbed in my 20s, namely 
the 3 peaks of Yorkshire (Pen-y-Gent, Whernside and Ingleborough) in a 
day and under 10hrs to be enrolled in the 3 Peaks Club and receive the      
coveted tie. After two failures in adverse weather conditions. I finally  

https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/20/meet-amanda-gorman-the-youngest-inaugural-poet-in-us-history.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2021/01/20/biden-inauguration-day-live-updates-stream.html
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made it in 6hrs to receive the prize. It was a momentous struggle, a physical 
challenge. 
So, dear readers, metaphorically we have a challenge, a Hill to Climb in 
fighting the virus yet if only we are brave enough, we will 
recover and rebuild to see it  through by adhering to the 
Governments edicts and having our “jabs”. 

 
A.K.Delves 

Love is in the air! 
 

On Valentine’s Day, David Sutch proposed 
to Gwendolyne Thurley, not in person on 
bended knee, but virtually by the power of 
the internet, as he couldn’t travel to Spain 
as originally planned. They intend to marry 
next year. Many congratulations and much 
love to them both! 
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Miracles  
 It would be easy to fall into the 
trap of believing that miracles only 
happened in biblical times. Miracles 
take all sorts of forms and happen at 
the most unexpected times. One I 
heard of recently, I would like to 
share with you. It happened in 1950 at 
Christmas time in North Korea during 
the Korean war.  Forced back by    
Chinese and North Korean armies 
100,000 UNC soldiers were waiting in 
the port city of Hungnam to be evacu-
ated by US ships. News of the      
evacuation spread rapidly and nearly 
an equal number of civilians had also    
gathered there. Thousands had       
already been evacuated when the SS 
Meredith Victory arrived. It was built 
to transport equipment and 
suplies and to accommodate 12     
passengers and 47 crew. Captain 
Leonard LaRue  decided to unload the 
weapons and supplies on board and to           
accommodate as many refugees as he 
could. For about 20 hours the crew 
helped civilians to board, filling 5  
cargo holds and the entire main deck. 
More than 14,000   Korean civilians 
set sail on Dec. 23rd facing very      
dangerous seas with no escort and no 
means of defending themselves. 

Despite most of the refugees having to 
stand shoulder to shoulder in freezing 
conditions with limited food and    
water there were no serious injuries or        
casualties on board. First Mate D.S. 
Savastio, who had only first aid    
training, assisted in delivering 5     
babies during the three day passage to 
safety. On Dec. 26th they reached 
Geoje Island and the passengers were 
allowed to disembark. 
Years later Captain LaRue said ’I 
think often of that voyage. I think of 
how such a small vessel was able to 
hold so many persons and surmount 
endless perils without harm to a soul. 
And, as I think, the clear, unmistaka-
ble  message comes to me that on that 
Christmastide, in the bleak and bitter 
waters off the shores of    Korea, 
God’s own hand was at the helm of 
my ship.’  
  The ship has since been  de-
scribed as ‘The Ship of Miracles.’ 
After the war Captain LaRue became 
a Benedictine Monk and was given 
the religious name Brother Marinus. 
He died in 2001 at the age of 87. 
 
Contributed by Judy Baldwin 
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Contributions please! 

 

This is your magazine.  We need 
your interesting stories, facts, 

jokes,  poems, quotes, recipes, 
brain teasers, photos, notices or 
anything  else that others would 

enjoy reading.  
 

All contributions will be gratefully  
received by the church office or,  

preferably, please email: 
 

stgeorgesbrockworthmag 
@gmail.com 

 
The DEADLINE  

for the April issue  
is 15th March 

Help Guide Dogs  

for the Blind 
 

Please save your plastic  
milk bottle tops  

(they can be any colour,  
but only milk bottle tops)  

and pass them to  
Jenny Farmer  or into the Church 

office 
to help  

raise money for  
Guide Dogs for the Blind 

 

Thank you! 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY—March 2021 
 

3rd 9.30am  ‘Coffee & Chat’ : Zoom 
 7.00pm  ‘Loved + Liked’ Lent Course : Zoom 
 
7th 9.00am  Communion Worship Service : YouTube  
    (or watch via Facebook) 
 10.30am  Family Service : Zoom 
 
10th 9.30am  ‘Coffee & Chat’ : Zoom 
 7.00pm  ‘Loved + Liked’ Lent Course : Zoom 
 
14th      Mothering Sunday 

 9.00am  Communion Worship Service : YouTube  
    (or watch via Facebook) 
 10.30am  Family Service : Zoom 
 
15th 7.00pm  PCC Meeting : Zoom 
 
17th  9.30am  ‘Coffee & Chat’ : Zoom 
 7.00pm  ‘Loved + Liked’ Lent Course : Zoom 
 
21st 9.00am  Communion Worship Service : YouTube  
    (or watch via Facebook) 
 10.30am  Family Service : Zoom 
 
24th 9.30am  ‘Coffee & Chat’ : Zoom 
 7.00pm  ‘Loved + Liked’ Lent Course : Zoom 
 
28th      Palm Sunday 

 9.00am  Communion Worship Service : YouTube  
    (or watch via Facebook) 
 10.30am  Family Service : Zoom 
 
31st Holy Wednesday 
 9.30am  ‘Coffee & Chat’ : Zoom 
 

For ‘Zoom’ details, please contact the Church Office. 
For the latest updates, please check any of the following: 

the diary on our website, Facebook, the noticeboard outside 
 St George’s Church Centre or alternatively phone or email the  

Church Office. 
We hope to return to our normal pattern of worship:  

 

Sunday—9.00am—Communion Worship Service in Church 
 Sunday—10.30am—Worship Service in Church Centre  
Wednesday—9.30am—Communion in Church Centre 
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LAWNMOWERS 
SERVICED – SHARPENED –              

REPAIRED 
 

ALSO:- RIDE-ON MOWERS, CHAINSAWS, 
ROTAVATORS, STRIMMERS, HEDGETRIMMERS 

ETC. 
 

COLLECTION & DELIVERY AVAILABLE 
 

Tel : CHELTENHAM MOWERS           
LIMITED 

Tel : 01452 616169 
 

Unit B3, Nexus, Hurricane Road, Gloucester Business Park,            
  Glos. GL3 4AG 

 
Visit and Buy On-Line at www.mowers-online.com 
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ANSWERS TO BROCKWORTH QUIZ  
WITH ADDED INFORMATION. 

 
1. Glevum is the city of Gloucester and Corinium the town of      

Cirencester. 
2. The cheese rolling was traditionally held on Whit Monday. It 

is now held on Spring Bank holiday Monday. 
3. Sir Frank Whittle invented the Jet Engine whilst working at 

Gloucester Aircraft Company on the site now occupied by In-
vista. 

4. Nylon was invented by Wallace Carothers in 1934 whilst 
working for Dupont in the USA. The first Company in the 
world to     manufacture it. This was followed by British Ny-
lon Spinners (BNS) in Pontypool and daughter factory at 
Brockworth. 

5. St George’s Church was built in the Norman period around 
1142 in the style of Norman architecture. King Stephen of 
Blois in  Burgundy was the monarch. 

6. Prinknash Abbey is a Benedictine Monastery 
7. The Brockworth Convent was home to the Sisters of the      

Presentation. 
8. Sir Michael Edward Hicks-Beech, Bt, 1st Earl St Aldwyn was 

the Chancellor of the Exchequer for two periods 1885 and 
1895. 

9. Stagecoaches were nicknamed “Flying Machines”.  A Stage-
coach journey started at Gloucester and the first stop was The 
Flying Machine pub (obviously named after the coach), at the 
junction of Ermin Street and Green Street. It has since been 
demolished. 

10. The Actor is Simon Pegg. 
11. The Tithe Barn is the building situated almost next door to the 

Church. A tithe barn was used in the Middle Ages for storing 
rents and tithes. Farmers were required to give one-tenth of 
their produce to the established church. 

12. The building is the Victoria pub. 
13. The Mill was a Corn Mill. It was mentioned in the Doomsday 

Book in 1086. 
14. A Badger is often known as Brock. 
15. Chris Burns is the footballer. One time manager of Gloucester 

City FC. 
16. The Brook is called Wootton Brook. 
17. Brockworth is in the Parliamentary Constituency of Tewkes-

bury. The current MP is Laurence Robertson. 
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18. Trams operated from Gloucester along 6 main routes 

from May 1904, one of which was to Hucclecote and     

extended in 1917 to the Victoria Inn in Brockworth for 

access to the Aircraft  Company opposite. All trams were 

replaced by buses in 1935. 

19. Witcombe Lodge was the popular entertainment venue.   

20. The Cotswold Hills were formed in the  Jurassic period 

200 to 145 million years ago and made of fossilized   

oolitic limestone which is mainly calcium carbonate. 

 
        A.K. Delves 

The Children’s Society  
 
 

A HUGE thank you to all our box holders this year. 
In these very difficult times, I was expecting our 
final  total to be down on last year because we 
were unable to do any carol singing. But, amazing-
ly, I am delighted to tell you that we are sending 
the magnificent amount of £946.96 which is actual-
ly £1.46 more than last year. Thank you, thank you, 
thank you.  
 
Judy Baldwin 
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We look forward to  

welcoming you back into Church!  

We will open up again for worship as soon         

as regulations allow. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Please keep checking our  

website: www.stgeorgebrockworth.uk 
and our  

Facebook page: St George’s Church Brockworth 
during March for all the latest information. 

We look forward to seeing you soon! 


